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’\ “lL could do this with two... no... three 
arms behind my back! 

—General Grievous, Star Wars: Battlefront Il, 
2005 


ost-Darth Vader, Star Wars villains hawe had an 

awful Lot to live up to. Thankfully, Boba Pett, 

dabba ihe Huth, Darth Maul, Count Dooku, and, 

of course, Darth Sidious have all measured up 
to be memorable and unique bad quys. My favorite of the 
villains, however, is Ganeral Grievous, 

He's. a fearsome-looking warrior, but there's much 
mere bo him than meets ihe eye, For example, rather 
than engage in hand=to-hands combat [if youll pardon 
the wordplay, he's more Likely to beat a hasty retreat 
ifthe edds arent in his favor. Has full of tough talk, but 
mot abowe relying on his MagnaGuards to do the actual 
fighting, When engaged in an genuine balile, he's unlikely 
to fight to the death if there's a handy escape route. And 
he has a killer backstory... kind of. The truih is we dent 
knew his ezact history, despite numerous hints and much 
educated speculation. In this issue, we iry to piece 
lLageiher whal makes him tek 66 thal you 2am distever 
what we'we uncovered on page 12! 

Don't forget to poin ws nest issue when we'll be 
colebrating 150 issues of fasider along with some 
great surprises! 


May the once be with you. Always. 
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from the Sfar Mars galaxy! 


. : Tame 18 MY STAR WARS 


Actor lan Liston shares his 
favorite aspects of the 
Star Wars saga! 


32 ROGUES GALLERY 


Meet the courageous crew of 
the Gist. 


59 CLASSIC MOMENT 


The Empire's dead march on! 


LASTER. 


62 BOOKS 
The saga gets retold in LEGO, 
plus Siar Wars’ monsters take 
center stage! 


64 COMICS 


Darth Maul's story continues 

















FEATURES | 


20 RANCHO OBI-WAN 
insidertakes a tour of the ultimate | 
Star Wars collection! 


26 STORYBOARDS 


Artist Brook Temple on fetorn 
of the Jeda 


ma MATTHEW STOVER 
he bestselling Star Wars authe 
on writing for the saga! 


40 RALPH MCQUARRIE 


Darth Vader hosts a meeting in 
his mysterious castle! 












@ 66 INCOMING 

EH: «The stars of Star Wars Hebels 

FR head to toystores, plus Hasbro's 
Black Series sizes up! 


f 72 BOUNTY HUNTERS 















44 PHOTO STORY wt The fans who have met the 
Rare images from the Star Wars a stars of Siar Warsshare 
prequels revealed! EE. their experiences! 

22 B-WING ASSUALT! =| 3 74 BANTHA TRACKS 
The first in a spectacular two-part : 





fo: Jasidercelebrates the saga's 
af) «most dedicated fans! 





tale set during the Battle of Endor! | 










































STAR WARS CELEBRATION 
HE COUNTDOWN BEGINS! 


Siang, Gd an entire Star Pears og to celebrale, fans will 

be hard pressed to choose betwen all there will be todo 

and see. News will come frequently, so stay up to date al 

Wat clarwarstelrhration.com, where tickets are alsa avadable, 
Hotel rooms, also available through the Link on that same 

welsite, have been going lash, Lucasteim have added mare 

te the block, but as best to reserve garly, 


tar Wars Celebration, the ulti ale festival thal brings 
fans together from all around the world, is coming 
April 14-19, 2015, to the Anaheim Convention Center 
in dunaheim, Caliternia 
Especially for the one-year mark, we have a few initial 
announcenients to share. Star Wars Celebration anaheim 
Promises to be epic. With Episode Vil on the way, Aefels im full 


ANNOUNCING THE STAR WARS CELEBRATION HOSTS FOR 2015! 


CELEBRATION CELEBRITY EVENT HOST: JAMES ARNOLD TAYLOR 


ehurning ig the Celebration Taylor ip. an actor, enierlaendr, 
Stage, Star Wars host James 


motivational wriber and speaker, 
fur all Taye will welecere [Re 

biggest stars of ihe show. Taylor hoshed 
the Celebration Stage in Orlandoin 
2012, and has been a regular 
Qismey's Star bars Weekends. 
imerderved such Star Pears foyally aa 
Mark Hamill, Carne Fisher, Billy Dee 
Williams, lan McDiarmid, Anihony 
Daniels, and Waressck Davis, 


head aad eres, aad one of fhe mas 
versatile voice actors in Kollywood 
today. He's wiced cartoon legends 
such a6 Fred Flanteione 
Hound and Wile E. Coyote, as 
camemporery characters like Spider- 
Man, Johnny Test and of course Jods 

rs Plo Koon and Obi-Wan Kenoba 

Wars: Tie Cia 
“Talking to Myself,” Taylor's 

cralically-scclaimed one-man show, 


leatures the actor perlorming mere 


reader of inapirations and 
motivations for the pursuit 
of dreams. 

Dent miss Taylor, 
and ihe Grightes4 stars 
of Celebration, on the 
Calabration Stage. 





INTRODUCING OUR HOSTS 
FOR THE BEHIND-THE- 
SCENES STAGE: JASON 
SWANK AND JIMMY MAC! 


acon Swank 
cannot remember 
Lile without Star 


Wars. Born in 
1977, Jason's lowe of The 
Wars,” Thank 


you. Fanbops) is the resol 
of growing lp as the 
youngest in a family 
obsessed with the reavies 
and toys. While his older 
brother and cousins grew out of their fandom, 
Jason mevor did, 

When the opportunity came to host 2 
padeas! in 2007, he jumped al the chance to 
introduce the talk radio format bo Star Wars. 
The circle became complete when he hooked wo 
with Longline radio veteran Jiminy “Mac.” The 
two have since blazed a trail over the last seven 
years bringing heir uneque persanglilies to Sar 
Wars fan chater, culminating in thelr founding 
RebelForrte Radioin January 2013. When not in 
trent of the microphone talking Star Mors er his 
olher faworite film Iranchise James Bond, Jason 
enjoys music, heater, and reading young adull 
books targebed bo teenage girls [read: Tiwalighel. 
He works in marketing and public relations at 
the cecend Largest performing arts. contar in the 
0.5, Gleveland's PlayhouseSquare. He and his 
wite Dera lain Neetheas| Ohio with their 
two children, Bailey and Parker. 

Jimmy “Mac” Mecinerney 
ip. Cheeaga radia 





thé procuchan dareclar 
a6 95.9 Thee Finer, 

4 lifelong Sar Wars 
eeithisoias! and collector 
from the “original 
generation” of fans, 
dJomimy Mac tors’ Pellin 
love with the galaxy far, 
far away en a dark 
movie theater back in 1977 and hasn't looked 
back since, 

Predaaslonally, Jimmy became known for 
infusing his passion for Star Mars into his work 
ac ha cawened the meloaces ol the Star Ware: 
Special Editions and Prequel Trilogy of films as 
amember of the Chicage media. From there, 

2 sogued inte ihe held of website reporting, 
inbernet radio and podcasting, culminating with 
the creation ef RebelFarce Radia [RFR) with 
coehost Jason Swank. “Your Source dor The 
Farce,” RebelForte Radia enjoys a worldwide 
audeence of dedicated Star Wars lans who listen 
and contribute to the show 

Calebration's Behind-The-Soenes ghage 
covers the ins and outs of what goes into 
cresling the Star Viars universe, hosing quests. 
who make it happen ler the movies, telavisiam, 
toys, books, comics, and mone. 








prohesseonal and currently 





DAVID COLLINS, HOST OF THE DIGITAL STAGE 


e hast inthis Aunaheim line-up 
has as much Celebration 
experience a4 David Callas, 
having served as host of the 
Dignal Stage at Celebration |, ¥, Vi, and 
Celebration Europe. Collings isa die-hard 
Sar Mors fan who shares his unique 
hamear, insight, and passien for all 
aspects of ihe Saga, 

Star Wars fans knew him best as 
PRORY, the hola-dralid tram The Force 
Unleashed series, and as the voice of Han 
Sola in Har Worse: &uggler’s Garmnbir, 
radio drama directed by Kyle Newman. 
After more than adecade at Lucasirts, 
his sound dagign credits inglude Star 


Wars: Battletrant ll, Star Pears Republic 
Commando, Star Wars: The Force 
Unl@ashed, the LEGO Star Wars series, 
and Star Wars: The Old Republic. 
Currently working at Sony PlayStation, 
his recent credits include Uncharted 3, 
The Last Of Us [DICE award-winner and 
BAPTA aemines for sound], Journey 
[DICE and BAFTA winner], and Ged ef 
War: Ascension. 

The Digital Stage at Star Wars 
Celebration will be home to the best 
in Soreenings, presented in high-quality 
format, with bech=sawey conversations, 
plus a pood smattering of oher 
legendary Star Wars entertainment, 


COLLECT THIs! 


A CELEBRATION TRACK ESPECIALLY FOR THE 


HUNTERS AMONG US 
ollecteng Star Wars 
The Gollecting Track at 52 


is a hobby for seme), and an chsession for others, 
ar Wars Celebration Anaheim will feature in- 


depih infarmation on a variety of bapees from mainstream to dolighttially 


obscure. Im addition to the panels, 


which will cum for all four days o 


the convention, {he Collecting Track fealures & Special trading ares and 
social schedule, 
Each Celebration, super-collecter Gus Lopez and his team put together a 


great pregrarr 


Lelcbration 


dan exbra-gpecial boris fer celle 
giveaways thal are handed out at each saat L 


fors are 


peeks soon St www. slarwarscelebralion.com, 


GUS LOPEZ 


created The Star Wars Collec 


ors Archive 


comil in 1994, a virtual museum of Star ers 
Collectibles and the first such collecting website on the 
Internet, Hols a frequent speaker at conventions on 
Star Wars collecting topics and has led the Collecting 


Track ler the Star ae 


6 Celebration conventions. Laper 


is a frequent contributor on Star Wes collecting for 
various publications and hes co-authored four books 
covering different aspects of Star Wars collectibles, 





CONTINUES OVERLEAF > 


INSIDER 7 


STAR WAFS CELEBRATION 
IS BY THE FANS, FOR 
THE FANS! 
tshmply would net be a Celebration 
wilhoul the creativity and passion 
hal Star Wars fans bring te ihe 
show, mot only a3 attendees, but 
29 parlicipanis a6 well, Fane whe wanl 
te get invelved cam start now by sending 
in Spplications and proposals for Fan 
Club Tablas, Fan=Built Props, anal 
Fan Programming. 
Read mare, gel lhe deadlines, and 
learn how to apply on the official website: 
wee. stamvarscelebralion.com. 


SUBMISSIONS FOR STAR WARS 
CELEBRATION ANAHEIM ART 
SHOW NOW OPEN! 


deliver stunning, arigmal art 

prints that are created and printed 
especially for the show, with an audience 
of trua Star Wars fans in mind 

While the quality and originality of the 
art ofered 64 past Celebrations might be 
a tough act fo follow, we beliewe that the 
Art Show af Celebration 2075 could be the 
hest ever ler art and athendeas alike, 
So artists can get started on the road to 
Jinsheim now, submissions are now open, 

Each Celebration, an increasing 
number of artists express inberest im 
participating inthis eoent, Imardar to 
make the show successful for all 
participants, we lial lhe number of 
artists we include. We hawe a mulbiestep 
process thai starts now with the 
Subiaco! eamplas of pour work, 

Inerder to be considered for inclusion, 
you mus heave pr ugly created 
commercial werk far a Lucashim licenses 

for for Lucashilm. This includes 
al artwork, sketch cards, Commie 
books and covers, posters, packaging, etc. 
We will nol accep! submissians {ram 
artists whe do not meet this criteria, 

Participation in previous Celebration 
Art Shows does nat aybamatically 
quarantee a space in the Celebration 
2015 show, 

To get started, please somd your 
contact information now, along with 3-5 
exarnples of your work or @ lank be an 
online porthalio to GelebrationArtShowld 
lucastilm.com, 

Spread the ward bo your artket triamds! 
There are many official Star Wars arists 
Ard iadividual iaviles are aed ible, 
This initial round of submissions wall cnd 
an July 27, 2014. Ma submissions will be 
considered altar that dabe, 








ans of the Expanded Universe will 

know the name Aaran Alliston, 

He wrote 12 books and a number 

of short stories in the Star Wars 
universe, making him ane of the mast 
prolific Star Wars authors. 

He was berm on Decomber &, 19s, 
and passed away on February 27, 2074 
al ihe age of 53. He was the quest ef hanger 
at VisionCon, a convention being held in 
Branson, Missouri, evhen he collapeed fram 
haart failure, 

His most recemt Stor Wins book, &- Wing: 
Money HA, WS 8 Driuenphant pebuin be thee 
series that made him a Aew York fines 
besteelling author, and catapulted him 
fo sharon arang Star Fears lang, 

Allston began his career in the world 
ef qaerees, eeriling sip plereals far 
roleplaying games like Ghosibusters, 
Dungeons & Dragans, and Strike Force. 

He was an incredatly inbelligant aind furny 
man, always open with fans, aod always 
ready bo deliver 4 carefully timed pur ar 
one-liner He dedicabed mich of hits lite 

to beacheng ofbers the art of writing 
compelling tictean, 


AU LAN 


oe Fs i = 


TRIBUTES 
Shelly Shapira, edilor-al-Large a1 Del Rey 
Books, lamented that, “Losing Aaren is a 
neal blow fo the Star Wars universe. He 
Wah GuCh & ite guy—alvays finery, seek, 
interesting, and imaginative—and his 
writing reflected thai, He beaught depih 
and richness to both existing Star Wars 
characters and these he created fram 
whele cloth, aad he had a welecme leuk 
for the balance between action, emotional 
intensity, and humar, | always locked 
forward to a mew manuseript by Aaron 
Allston. He will be missed.” 


By Bryan Young 

































His colleague and friend Tirmothy Zahn 
said that, “One of Aaron's great strengths 
was the ability ia mix humor, drama, action, 
and pathos bogethes 


ina coherent, realistic 
way. The people in his stories felt like real 
people, behaving the way you could see 
real people behaving im those particular 
siluations. His characters were what limos’ 
looked farward 16, They talked. acted, lived, 
lowed, and died Like real people. It's easy to put 
eclion, science, and pash-eaw into 4 science 
tichion stary. I's considerialy mare dificult ba 
craft real people fo put into the mix.” 










Fellow author Michacl «4. Stackpole 
concurs, What | liked about Aaron's 
writing Wiaee his ability to open his 
characters up and emotionally hook you. 
He took risks (hal peast pernre aulhors 
wouldn't, so readers could laugh and cry 
and really get to kKmow and miss these 
wonderful people he oreabed.~ 

For those who met Allsbom at fan 
conventions, perhaps the highlight af 
their experience ts what people called 
the “Tom, 4aron, and Mike Shew,” in which 
the theo wauld conduct panels where 
they would plot, scheme, and joke to the 
delight of their sdience, 

It was ata panel like this that | wars 
able lo meet Aaron, and inomy first 
into rwicw wih him, he coceunbed the 
story of how he was first hired to write 
Star Wars ficlion, He was cheasen to be 
Michael Stackpole's successor on the 
4-Wing series, but the editor who made 
the decision moved on shortly after hiring 
Alliston. The new editor saw the name 
“Alten” Get He List aad pus! assured 
Aaron was hard at work, or at the werg 
least notified. Eventually, the editor called 
Allston's agent bo ask how the Star Wers 
book was coming, but the author wasn't 
nen avunre he'd been chosen! He was 
already manths behind om hes tirst Star 
Wars gig. Fortunabely, ¥-Hieg: Wrath 
Saved Was roleaced in 1993 be stellar 
reviews and considerable fan acclaim. 

Aelor lan Liston, whoge chareacber 
from Tie Enpire Stokes Gack, Wes Janson, 
features pramimenily in Allston’s work 
says. | always lagked lerward ta meeting 
wp wilh Aaron at various conventions as 
he wae (he main man Lwith Michael a, 
Stackpole] behind writing my character 
of Wes Janson. He made him a very 
humaraus character, whe beouwght a lat 
of fun to the stories. | will miss him." 


LEGACY 

Allston went on fo write lhe rest of the 
<-Wing series, bea books in the Mow Jedi 
Order, and three books cachin the Legacy 
of the Force aod Fate of the Jedi series, 
When mot writing Star Wars books, he 

was working on his own original fiction 

OF gapanding the Termaatar universe in 
two spin-off novels. 

Allston'’s legacy #5 4 writer, gamer, 
and teacher does net end here, though. 
“Anumber of Aaron's closest friends 
have initialed an eller’ to ensure Eat 
his Literary begacy and his style of 
shorytelling remain vibeant,” says Michael 
A. Stackpole, “Already, the Origins Gare 
Fair will be renaming its writing program 
diter Aaron, Thals really puss the fired et 
many efforts to keep Aaron's work visible 
and ia continue helping writers achiewe 
the sanee dreams Aaron managed to make 
come true.” 


CHRISTOPHER MALCOLM 
CHRISTOPHER MALCOLM, THE ACTOR 
WHO PORTRAYED ROGUE TWO, ZEW 


SENESCA, IN THE EMPIRE STRIKES 
BACK, HAS PASSED AWAY, AGED 67, 


om in Aberdeen, Sootland on 
August, 1744, Malcolm began his 
acing cancer when tet joined the 
Royal Shakespeare Company in the 
mid-19 005, fn early success wae a8 Brad ir 
ihe Royal Court production of The Aocky 
Horror Show, which brought him bo the 
aligntion of casting directors an both sides 
ofthe Atlantic. Along with fmpire, he aso 
ould be seen in Jim Hensees Labyrieip, 
Hightanadger, and Saperman Ii. 

Malcolm also made reqular appearances 
an the senall screen, most laricasly a6 
Salfy's Dad, Justin, in the Griteh sitcom 
Aigefurety Fabuless. He lea appeared in 
Lovejoy, Galy foods and Herses and The Comic 
Strip Presends and coupled his acting witha 
succeshlul Career preducing for the slage, 
most notably a revival of ihe show that made 
his naene, The Focky Horre Show al the 
Pitcadilly Theatre. 

A popular commention guest, be wall be 
saraliy rigged, 





MALCOLM TIERNEY 


THE ACTOR WHO PORTRAYED 
LT. SHANM CHILDSEN IM ANEW 
HOPE PASSED AWAY AGED 75 0M 
FEBRUARY 18TH. 


benney as born in Manchester 

in 1998 and embarked upon an 

acing career that encompassed 

Bravcheari, The Saint, and a wide 
array of television roles including Lovejey, 
Hoitby Cily, House of Cards, and Sector Miho. 

On the stage he appeared as Macduff in 
Trevor Nunns ASG production of Machel’ 
in 1975 at the Aldveych Theatre alongside 
Helen Mirren and lan McDiarmid. 

But to Star Wars fans he was best 
known as Lt. Shann Childsen, the imperial 
Oller encountered by Luke, Han are 
Chewie when they break into Detention 
Black 44-23, With his sneering question 
ol “Where are you taking this... thing? he 
stamped his place in Star Airs folklore. 


ay” 


LAUNCRSYPAD | 


INSIDER LOVES... 


JED! ACADEMY RETURN OF THE 
PADAWAN COVER REVEAL! 
Artis and 
author Dethrey 
Brown is taking 
Urs abel ba 
school with 

the rede wily 
announced 
sequel ta Last 
years bik, wi 


a od 


oul for Ae 

of hee Padawan 
in bookstores 
July 221 


COUTURE OF THE FORCE! 
Fashion Week if caming io San Diege 
ComicsGon Inbornational this year! 
Her Universe, the groundbreaking sci-fi 
fashion apparel Line, te hosting the firgl- 
ever full-scale “Geek Couture” fashion 
Show, Showing olf the winners of an 
exclusive design competition featured 
on their website (www. heruniverse.com| 
to Comic-Con on July 26th, 2076 at the 
Manchester Grand Hyatt Hotel in San 
Diego, Califernia 

This is nota tickeied event. Entry wall 
be first-come first-served, free with a Sani 
Deege Comic-Con 7014 badge, 


Never creas a tough guy, and in our haste to 


get our bas§ issue bo press wre mode a spelling 
Slip Up when naming the cast of Star Wars 
Aebels, So we're really sorry Mr. Orr@lias Ina 
"ui" |. Serry, Zeb! Oo eaey on uel... OUCH! 
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WELCOME TO STAR WARS INSIDER'S ALL-NEW LETTERS PAGE! WRITE IN WITH AN ENTERTAINING LETTER, AND, 
IF WE PRINT IT, WE'LL SEND YOU A FANTASTIC SIGHED STAR WARS PHOTO FROM OUR FRIENDS AT OFFICIAL PIX! 


FROM DARK HORSE TO MARVEL 
li has been announced that the Star 
Wars comics are moving to Marvel, Even 
though | expected this could happen, It's 
still sad to see that Dark Horse Comics 
will mo Longer be [making) Star Wars 
comics. Their comics have been poing 
from Strengih to strength since they 
started publishing im 1791, and lim sure 
will be missed by Star Woers fans. Dark 
Horse's ormmnibuses are a great way lor 
people who can't afford to buy lots 

of graphic novels and comics to read 
the stories, and a good way for fans 

to get hard-to-find comic strips. 

oO thank you, Dark Horse, far ihe 
Last 22 years of comics and good luck, 
Marvel!—Peter Juggins, by email 
What's your favertbe Star Wars comile 
book? Write in and let us know! 


WHO KNEW AMAHIN IS 
DARTH VADER? 
lwork at auniversity asa department 
Peceplionisl and hawe a repaitalian as 
the Star Wars go-to person. | recently 
had a really cool question asked: “In 4dhe 
mewies, how many people actually knew 
Anakin Skywalker was Darth vader?" 
[think seven people krow, First and 
foremost, Palpatine certainty knows 
Eventually, Obi-en would find oul and 
lel Yoda know, lassunee they decided ta 
keep it quiet? They probably let Gwen 
Skywalker keow red he Leld Reru, and Win 
sure Bail Organa and his wife were told. 
Other than that, | dowd think anyorue 
knew, i would ba dangeraus lor thee Jedi 
as. a whole to admit that one of their own 
had fallen la the dark side and esiased bhe 
crumbling of society. 
How, | just based my answer on 
the miowins and some novel kinewladge, 
Higured you guys and the other readers. 
could help ame cul, How many people did 
knew?—Jen Tucker, by email 
Well, judging by dialogue in A Mew Hope, 
wee think Grand Mott Tarkin alse knows 
about Darth Vader's past! What do other 
Peaders (HlAak? 


Foun top: Findall wtrord Luke rocks up 
crotter high wore, dame e high fie with 
Jerenry Lollech, and hangs outwith the 
Erich... ped he's Hill onky [aur] 


usaA 
Star Wors fnsider, Titan Magazines 


STAR WARS FROM A ID'S EYE VIEW 

I'm four years old and hawe been inducted into the 
Stor Wines world since, well, birth really! My dad 
managed ta get his cheice of name and | ended 
up being called Luke, although according to Mum, 
this was oaly aller che refused to allow me la be 
called Darth! 

lalso god Eo inherit some of Dad's extra figures 
for my second birthday, He gave me Hammerhead, 
Snagglebooth, and Greedo. They weren't the easiest 
names to learn when Devas sill getting 14 kKaow ihe 
days of the week, but they were a Lot more fun than 
“Sundsy or Monday.” that's for sure. 

Italways makes mo laugh whan | see ihe look 
of panic on Dad's face fl) ask if it's okay to open one 
Of thet figures he has in has display cabinel, They re 
old. so surely it wouldn't hurt? 

One doy, | heard a norte thal sounded like R2?-B2 
coming Irom our garage, | wert bo investigate, anly 
to find a huge machine with flashing lights, Little 
metal balls (hal bounde around all aver ihe place, 
and two buttons | can press. | was told it's called a 
“Pinball Machine,” and with the help of a bax | could 
reach the butions on the sides and hit ihe balls up 
the ramps and round behind the Qeath Star to make 
C-3PO appear, 

As you can tell, my dad is abit of asci-fi geek. 
He took me to a sci-fi show called Hor-Con near 
where we live just alier my third birthday and thay 
had real-lide stonmiroopers there and some guy 
Dad seemed @xcited by see, | had a phote with hie 
and he was really fun to talk to, 

Idide't actually knew whe be wae at forst until 
hee signed tha phate for mia ard thon | found out Wwe 
just been giving high firwes to Boba Pett! How cool 
is that?—Luke Dean (with a little help from bis 
Dad!), Horwich, UK 
That's very cool Lukel 4 phota is on the way—ihough 
youd better let your Dad lock after it for mov! 
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NEED MORE SPACE? 
SELL YOUR 
TOYS! 
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HASSLE FREE! 
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"Selling Toys Made Easy Since 1994" 


FOR MORE INFORMATION GO TO 
BRIANSTOYS.COM/SELLYOURTOYS 


, OR E-MAIL BUYING@BRIANSTOYS.COM 
VALVE FLA MS Toy Ss. com ADDRESS: WoO STATE ROAD 25, FOUNTAIN CITY, Wil 54629 
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GENERAL GRIEVOUS: 


HIS ORIGINS ARE SHROUDEL 
ERAL GRIEVOUS—AI 
BE SUCH A SJAR WARS ICON? WO 


IS GEN 


Di fferal Grievaus, the 

eee BEPIASS fearsome 

we 

walking mightriare are 

an intriguing contradiction. He 
leaks like adraid, but yellow 
arganic eyes stare balefully out 
at the world from behind has 
lacemiack. He is intimidating ane 
physically powerful, yet shrinks 
from fights unless cornered. He 
is a masterpiece of technology, 
but a persistent cough hints at 
his fragility, 

And that's just whalwe learn 
from Revenge af dhe Silt, Beyond 
the movie, stories offer us multiple 
explanations for how Grievous. 
became a cyborg, aid whal stokes 
his hatred for the Jedi. The 
backsteries are tangled, bul in 
Grigvous's case this snarled history 
feels appropreate—Grievaus has 
been moditied fo bo mare machine 
than meat, 2 transformation that’s 
more interesting af 1 comes wilh an 
ale of roystary. 


BUILDING A 
BETTER WARRIOR 


Grievous began wilh orders trem 
George Lucas for Revenge of tbe 
Sib concept artists: come up with 
a row boonic willaim. “thas te hawe a 
lot of personality,” Lucas told the 
artists, “I's gatia be, “Wh-oh, this is 
the bad guy.’ * 

The artists came up with seweral 
intriguing ideas, tram atherearldly- 
looking children and demonic 


BEY iisiven 











N MYSTERY... WHO 


RY... VWI 


iD HOW DID HE COME T0 
RDS: JASON FRY 


figutes 16 Highinarish machined. 
Bul the sketch that caught Lucas’s 
eye was Warren Fu's—a red-eyed 
droid with graceful limbs ina 
white cloak. That concept became 
{he basis fer Orievaus's dred 
bodyquards, with further iterations 
on the design leading to his skull- 
like winged mask, When Fu 
suggested that the General might 
have organié ees, Livtas Lil upe 
“Now that's interesting.~ (Lucas 
would later add the “organ sac” 
protected by Griewous's 
chest anmar.| 

Cries seems assembled frei 
things we find scary and creepy. 
His powerful legs and clawed feet 
look like dinesaur bores, while 
his armored head and chest could 
be borrowed from an insect's 
exoskeletom—with his soft paris 
on fhe mnsede, he has the inside-out 
qualily thal many peeple find 
unsettling about insects. He can 
$laq move like one: When fighting 
Obi-Wan, Grlewous splits his arma 
in two, becoming essentially six- 
legged, and then geuliles aevay 
ina clatter of hands and doe. 

In designing the cyborg general. 
Fu drew inspiration trom Chinese 
culture, in which while is associabed 
wilh death, That decision made 
Gricvous an inversion of black- 
arenared Darth Vader, while 
alse aligning him with the classic 
irilogy's antiseptically clean, 
Skull-helmeled Hermiliapers. 
(indeed, one of Fu's concept 
sketches looks like a droid 
versbon of Ralph McQuarrio‘’s 
early stormtroopers.] 
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Gritvous’s role lin Revenge of fhe 
Sith is. actually fairly smalls He 
tangles with Dbi-Wan Kenn tl 
and Anakin Skywalker on his 
Nlagehip above Caruscant, (hen 
retreats to Utapau. Obi-Wan 
tracks him down there, standing 
his ground against a hour 
lightsaber attack that makes 
Grievous seem like 6 crazed 
combine. Obi-Wan then chases 
the cyborg through tunnels and 
down sinkheles, finally picking up 
a blaster and shooting him dead. 
Tales fram the Clare Wars 
showed us mare of Griewous, 
starting wilh the 2003 “micro- 
Series.” in which the mere seund 
of his footsbeps is terrifying. He 
then Gecaebe a fecurring Lain 
in the O08 animated series, 
battling Obi-Wan multiple times 
and alee tangling with Ahsaka 
Tana, Kit Fista, Eeth Kerth, and 
fsajj ¥enbress, One al the beat 
confranialions comes Im Season , 
Teo's Grievous Intrigue,” ad ; 
whieh Grievous answers i} 
Ohi-Wan's question about what ” , ey 
he has to gain from the war aah ee 
a@ chillingly simple answer: “The a. 4, 
future. & future where ihereare | — 
no Jedi,” (Untortunabely, dialogue 
from Bevenge of the Sith indicated 
Grievous and Anakin had newer 
met, Gepriving us of what y 
would hawe been an \ ” 
epic dual.) 
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1. THE CLOWE WARS 
MICRO-SERIES,. 
CHAPTER 20 

[APRIL 2004] 

Our first-ever look at 
Grievous ended Season 
Two of the Gerndy 
Tartakowsky show wilh 
aclitfharnger: Griaveus 
hunts a group of trapped 
Jedion Hypo, éaursitey 
Ki-Adi- Mundi to sweat 
a5 he closes in. You'll 
foe the sane way 


2. GEWERAL GRIEVOUS 
[DARK HORSE 
COMICS, 2005) 
Grievous is weredertilly 
evil in this Chuck 
Dizen-penned story, 
kidnapping Padawans 
and plotting to turn them 
nie Ferce=sernsihive 
cyborgs in his own 

image. All it will take ws 
“the remewal of certain 
redundant ongans, and 
ampulatans,” Yerkes! 


3, THE CLONE 
WARS: “RISING 
HaLEVOLEMCE™ 
(GETOBER 2008) 
Grievous wreaks havoc 
an the Republic in this 
lhrec=opisede arc, 
pitilessly targeting 

a fiedical stathers till 
of wounded clone 
irocperd. Bul he’ even 
tougher on his hapless. 
battle droids. 


4. THE CLONE MAS 
“LAIR OF GRIEVOUS™ 
[DECEMBER 2008) 

A moody episode 
eheck-lall ef faseenating 
Grievous lore, plus the 
atheming droid EW-44-D 
is a hoot. 


5. STAR WARS: 
FISIONARIES 

[DARK HORSE 
COMICS, 20065) 
Warren Fu wrote and 
draw “The Eyes of 
Revolution,” a riveting 
(tale (hal portrays 
Grigvous asnot just an 
agent of evil but also as 
ile Wehinn, 






































VERY SECRET 
ORIGINS © 


49 for where Grieves came tra 
that depends on whom you ask. 
In the first version of Grievous's { 
backstory, he was born Oynaen jal 
Sheelal, a Kaleesh who rose to : 
prominence ag a warlord, batiling a 

neighboring species in a war stopped b 
the Republic and the Jedi. Seeking to help 
his impoverished prople, Griwaus became: 
an enforcer for the InterGalactic Banking 
Clan, He was sel up by the IGBC's chairman 
San Hill, who sabotaged his shuttic, leading to 
aneor-fatal crash. What was left of Grievous 
was encased ln armor and turned inte a killing: 
machine for Count Qooku. Dooku taught Grievous: 
Lightsaber combat, lurning him inte a techrole a 
parody of the Jediand a teal to destroy them. The 

cyborg general's brain and even his emotions were 
altered—in ihe nowilization of Revenge of fhe 54th, z 
Matthew Stover tells us that Grievous remembered 
joy, anger, Irusiration, grief and sorrow, bul no Langer 
actually felt thase things. 

The Clone Mors, however, gave usa glimpse of 
andihar past, ong that cane from Lucas hire. 
Lucas imagined that Grievous had wanted to be a Jedi 
and been rejected, Enraged. he then arranged his own 
technologbcal transformation. Im the episode “Lair of 
Grievous,” we See Statues depicting Grievous at various. 
stages of thal translermation, and withaas an angry 
eachange between him and the droid E¥-42£-0, with 
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Grievous calling his modifications “improvements” 
and insisting that he chose them. 

While proseniing this new material, supervising 
director Dawe Filond left the question of Grievous 5. 
oreging unresalved qul of respect far the previously 
established story and a desire to keep alittle myste 
sbout Grievous. : 

For the recerd, the author af thls plieee thinks the 
shuttle-crash sbory is a nicely turned bit of tragedy, 
but prefers the Lucas version, Both backslaries make 
Grievous a foreshadowing of Darth Vader: a Ughtsaber= 
wielding remnantof an organic being trapped within 
lite-giving armor, But the Lucas tale also makes 

Grievous an interesting parallel for Anakin Skywalker. 

(Both Griewes and Anakin feel the Jedi have betrayed 

them and prevented them trom reaching their full 

potential, and both respond by seeking to destroy 

the Order, The difference? Grievous s tury and lust far 

Dower Cae! him te voluntarily abandon his humanity 

i Kaleesh-ily] Aad beceme a machine, willy ae 

mareness of what he’s sacrificed. Amakin’s rage and 

ie r head toa Similar fate, though his transformation 

j alunite. and his awareness of what he has fost 

eventually save the galaay and redeem him. 

why pick behween stores? Perhaps Grievous 
gest served by having his origins lef ambiguous. 

: ite, armored maak is reminiscent of Moby-Dick, 

n which white represents tar mere than the color af 

























AUTHOR MATTHEW STOVER 


TOLD US THAT GRIEVOUS 


REMEMBERED JOY, ANGER, 
FRUSTRATION, GRIEF 
AND SORROW, BUT NO 
LONGER ACTUALLY FELT 
THESE THINGS. 
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a whale, and Ahab is obsessed with breaking through the 
“pasteboard masks” that hide the true nature of things. 
Ahab declares that “seme unknown but still reagoringy 
thing puts Forth the mouldings of its features from k. 
behind the unreasoning mask” and rants thal he seas Wald tuvisti in I . Lucas 
In Moby Dick “outrageous strength, with an inscrutable : ous int ie called * cula Orold” alter 
malice simewing it.” 

Features such as yellow eyes, perhaps? For Grievous 
is indeed a reasoning thing—one whose strength and 
malice are berrityinigly apparent to all, 
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the fall of 2007 
and offered one 


awesome saurian 
Grieraus—coe 
The Art of the 
Clane Wars. 








When did you first become aware of Star Wars? 
Ive alerays. had aninberest in photography and 
one day |S ot ihe Stisdio of (he chap who 
processed my photos. He chewed mie sore 
remarkable production stills hed been 
processing from the first Star Wars movie. 
They were extraordinary and | made a mental 
note fo look oul for the film. 

| IF reachion te seeing Star Wars 
for the first tome? 
lwas astonished and amazed because it was 
so unlike any sci-fi film I'd ewer seen. Little did 
| bono? hea | would hae part on the ext one! 





BY since 


AE na) 











Can you reveal something about yourself 
that will surpriee Star Pars fans? 

Five years before | worked on Slar Wars as 
an aeter, Fd warked in the very same sludia 
at Elstree as a runner [tea boy!] ona T¥ 
series called Tie Wortd of Jason King. Bcfore 
lwas an actor, | worked on the production 
side of Filems, 


Where is the shrad 





9031 place you we 
1 pil 4 





been recognized? 

In hospital by a raciographer who was taking 
ane-ray of my nether regions in connection 
with my prostate cancer! 


Where did 
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charactel- © 
and ask ret 


the fans. 
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MORE THAN JUST A MUSEUM 


RECORDS AS HOUSING THE “LARGEST COLLECTION OF STAR WARS 
MEMORABILIA” IN THE GALAXY, STEVE SANSWEET'’S RANCHO OBI-WAN HAS 
AMASSED MORE THAN 300,000 UNIQUE S7AR WARSITEMS SINCE 1977. 
INSIDER TOOK A TOUR T0 FIND OUT MORE! WORDS: AMY RATCLIFFE 





fn Raiders of fhe Lost ark, there's 6 
stomingly endless gewernment 
warehouse filled with dusty booes and 
eraies, Ranches Obi-Wan is @ lel like 
that. Though the bowes may mot be dusty 
of stuffed with mysterious aad powertul 
treasures, theyre packed with their own 
kind of magic: Star Wars history. Posters, 
Achian figures, T-shirts, ani—ane car find 
it all inside the museum's walls, licensed 
and otherwise. The tems are more than 
just collectibles; they're exciting artifacts 
showcasing the impact of the Star Wars 


Sage over the lass three-plius decades. And, 
because mega-collector, and Lucastilm's 
former head of fan relations, Sbewe 
Sansvnbel has transformed his collection 
inte a non-profit organization, anyone can 
vidil Rancho Obs-Wan and jake a walk 
through the stories of Star Wars’ past. 
Sansweet's collecting days began 
before | New Hepe was Peleased in 
theaters in 1977 when he recovered a 
pamphlet from the trash sent to members 
of the press. He then continued bo pick up 
a few Star Wars items to add to his extsting 
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collection al sciencte-hetion boys, and 
he liked the merchandise so much that 
Star Wars soon fook over his single-story 
home. Lalerally, Levels were aed ed, 
shorage lockers were stuffed, and when 
he moved to Northern Califannia for his 
job with Lucasiilm, he daliborately 
searched for a property with space 
te display and share his collectibles, 
Sansweet didn't want them to be 
locked avray where na one could 
appreciate them, What good is having 
3 tauniaun teapot if no ome can see if? 


WSIDER Ey 


“HIRIAK there are & couple of things 
you can do if you collect, and you get to 
the point where you have lois of stuff 
rolaies Sanewoet, “One of them te ta have 
storage lockers or a huge basement and 
everything is in bewes and pil awry, 
You've taken pictures of inventoried [or 
you haven't even done thatl, and you have 
the personal satistaction of kaneeving lis 
there. And you look at something like that 
and aay. Well thats eeal,” but what kind 
of real satistactlon do you get from it? 

Sansweel wanted to be able to interact 
with his collection and share it with 
friends. So, he found a suitable spot 
if Petaluma, California. and. in 1996, 
Rancho Obl-Wan was born. Fast-forward 
over a decade. Sansweet was planning 
te rehire tram Lineastilin amd fhe bniharieal 
set-up he had in place for others to view 
his memorabilia wage) aacugh. 1 was 
time for an upgrade and expansion, With 
assistance from Rancho Obi-Wan's vice 
present and general manager Anne 
Heumann and derector of publicity Comsettia 
Parker, Sanaweel filed (he paperwork 
to make Rancho Obi-Wan a mon-predit 
onpanization. Following 18 months of intense 
work, 1 Opened to ihe public as such on 
Hewenmber 2011. 


JARING AL on 


The tour starts big with am animated 
set-up of the Modal Nodes playing 

their biggest Jand maybe only] hit, 

and a Darth Vader costume completely 
lashianed trom Egisedes IW and ¥ serean—- 
worn pieces. [twas all carefully planned. 


“THIS GUY SAID, T'VEGOT 4-LOM'S CROTCH 
AND I WANT T0 SELL 


IT TO. YOU." —STEVE SANSWEET 


“We're getting people sort of salivating 
in (he Beginning, and then | want te tell ihe 
story. [tisn't necessarily in chronological 
order although we slart with the original 
action figures and some of the Japanese 
‘boys. I's sort of grouped ina way that 
makes sence and that tells dilferaat 
kinds of stories about Star Wars’ influence 
worldwide,” say5 Sanaweel, 

The museum also highlights certain 
pieces that have great back stories. For 


——] 
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example, Sansweet has asbory aboul 
obtaining 6 piaee of 4-LOM. | own the 
crotch of 4-LOM_ | mever intended to buy 
the crotch of 4-LOM, bulihere was thie 
guy down in Los Angeles and he had this 
piece, and it was pretty clear to me that it 
was Peal, He said, “we gel £-LOM's eretch, 
and | want to sell it to pou.’ He wanted 
$1,000 for it. find | said no. Fer one thing, 
ite just the middia and thats not werth 
21,000 to me. But he Kept after me for 


ols ating ert meted 
Lucastiinm 

























































manths! So, there was this big show in 
Pasadena and lim leaving ihe show, and 
crossing the street, and it's dark. This car 
Pulls ip pest to me and i's this guy, and 
he says, You'we get to buy this erctch from 
me. | need $400 for rent! And f said, 
Dhay, VAL bisy it.” fue! | egg ht 6-LOM 
crotch out of a semi-moving car” 

Thal’s just @ laste of the stories wsibors 
will hear during the tour, Other stories 
focus. on Row he passed something up 







é brine? averview: Rancho Obi-¥fan howsed 
an estimated 300,000 unique items. 
Neumann began the daunting task of 
calaloging the entire collection aight 
years ago. She thought the job would 
only (ake gis months, Gul ds @videnced 
by Anne's continued presence, she's 
still at 4. They have officeally logged 
oer 70,000 pieces, and the number 
was more than enough to earn Rancho 
Obi-Wan 4 peal ifthe 2012 ediian of 
the Guinness World Records book 
Obviously, there's no feasible way 
to put the hundreds ef thousands of 
collectibles on display at once. Sansweet 
weld need 6 building the size of a Death 
Star ta de se. Instead, the displays are 
carefully cursbed bo weawe a specific 
narrating, “This is nat your typical 
museum where you pay an admission 
and you walk through By yoursel! and 
Maybe there are little cards that explalm 
things, says Sansweet. This is an 
arparience, ad the main part al ihe 
experience is me sharing my personal 
Stories, Everyihing has 6 story bo if, and 
llove telling some of the silliest stories, 
some of the seli-deprecating stories, 
anid | lowe qatting Laughs Irom people 
Probably my favorite part of the tour 
3 at the very beginning when | open the 
Goer to the main part of the museum 
and see the looks on people's faces— 
eepecially kids! Some are slack-jawed, 
That to me is the big payoff” 


to his regret, and still others are 
intereetive—he ll ash visiters if they can 
identity certain abjects=and continues 
the narrative from there. The tours Last 
around three heures, are Chee tiene Mies 
by. Sansweet's enthusiasm is contagious. 
Seeing Moa qia-inducing vintage 
treasures, viewing over-the-top creative 
fan-made crafts. and just marveling at the 
size of collation and history om display, 
makes visiting Rancho Obi-Wan an 
emotional experience far Star Wars fans. 
As one can imagine, here are more 
than enough different items to rotate 
into heap the displays tresh, Sangweel 
tackles such alterations in small bites. 
Gul tends bo leave universally popular 
collectibles Like original Kenmer action 
figures—in place. “I'm wery cognizant of 
thee reactiona I get lram people bath ta 
my stories and towhat they sec. And while 
there are abvays & couple of people wha 
home inan something that nobody alsa is 2 
interested im, you want bo qo with the flow There's more to Sansweet's collection 


for what works for the majority of people, than just the sheer volume of iems— 
im constantly changing out shelves, sa if there's what they represent. The way 
you come ene A year aller your Last wisit the Star Wars mowies were crealed 
things will be different, hore will be changed the filmmaking Landscape. 


things to falk about both old and mew.” So did the accompanying marketing and 


































merchandising shrategnes, 46 Santevect 
points out, the action figures especially 
made an impact: “Since there were no home 
video of recent movies on iabevision, kids 
had the action figures. They used those to 
re-create coenes from the movie of io create 
‘thelr oven; all of ft played into this deep 
psychological lowe we had for Star Mars 
while growing up. The mtrchandise plays 
@omajor role im the history of Star Wars, and 
(hats one thing Rancho Obi-Wan is here 
te do—=te preserve and tell that story in 
one place!” he points out that it's meaninglul 
‘te book at the making ef the files, but 
there are stories to tell from other angles. 
Tthink mearty ag important as, or creigbe 
a5 important, ts thee story about the 
marketing and the merchandising and 
the litameing af the movies. Because theca 
things all-tegether combine to make Star 
Wars the pop culture ican thal it is body,” 
Rancho Obi=‘Wan plays a huge role 
in preserving that history. Tes, it is 
Specifically focused am Star Wars, bat it 
















RANCHO OBI-WAN HAS AS ae EL Presta HES 


MUCH MEANING TO OFFER | Con — ene 
AS ANY FILM LOCATION SITE, [eames ee 














Bays 2 lol abouk pop culluire an general, ln 
stcing the vast asseriment of merchandise, 
one can form on idea of how eociely interacts 
wah art it admires, The museum has so 
much information that they've even hosbed 
researchers gathoring inlermation lor Star 
MWars-related documentaries and databases. 
Sansweel has items mol found im olficusl 
archives because things unfortunately 
weren't documented and saved for posterity. 
He has poured ime and a signilecant armour 
of money [na, licensees don't automatically 
send him one ol ererdhing! inte collecting 
the anifacts. Anyone whe visits and takes 
the bour can experience history with the 
additional beret of Combest and anecdatas 
from Sansweet's years of collecting and 
interactires with lars, 

Fans of the saga typically have a list of 
“rite of passage” type trips to icomic Star 
Wars leeations around the werld; the Lars 
homestead in Tunisia, Theed Palace in 
[baly. ar Hath in Norway, While those oll 
hae hishorical value and a significant 
place in the story of Sher Wars, they aren't 
























|) STAR WARS: THE CLONE WARS TALENT SPEA 
*_ ABDUT RANCHO OBI-WAN 3) 


“Rancho Obi-Wan is more than a place, itt an experience. lt is more 
than a collection, it is a tiene capsule helding al that is fon, magical 
and special about Star Wars. It's where | plan on being encated behind 
glass someday... well, once they figure out this whole carbon freezing” 
thing.” —Jaimos Aurreold Taylor, Obi-Wan Kenebi 
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Wha you gel when you qa bo Rancho 
Obi-Wan is almost a Living, breathing 
historical monument to the social and 
cultural impact of the Star Wars movies. 
it's easy to call it a Star Wars collection— 
fats foot really wheal ibis, (a much mere 
than that, |t shows us all how film changed 
when those movies came oul, and it shows 
a6 how it captured cur imagination ard 
what it did ta the public consciousmess. 
That's Rancho Obi-Wan.” —Sam Wibver, 
Darth Maul 





“Rancho Obi-Wan is ihe 
Star Wars collector's 
ullicmate dream come 
frue, Anything pou oan 
imagine is there. [1's an 
amazing place to visit, 
and something | think 
every Star Ware fan 
would love to see in 
Person af least once! Rancho Obi-Wan 

ip ales Important ler ihe preservation 
and legacy of Star Wars, in that Steve 
hes done on culslanding pab of 2alleckting 
and protecting this memorabilia, much 
of which you could mot find anywhere 
else,” —Calhaering Taber, Padme 





lbs apparent Sansweel enjoys 
collecting, but he also lowes opening his 
doors and sharing his kawadedge with 
fellow fans: “It's me giving back something 
to fandom because® fandom has been so 
wonderful ba me. lt has given me eo many 
friends all around the world and great 
memories and great experignces, and 
lexpect that to continue for years and 
years io come.” We 





Slvways cacy to check off the List due io 
dishance ar access réestricimans, Pancha 
Obi-Wan has as much meaning te offer 
45 any Felen locaiion site. 


LOOKING TO THE FUTURE 


Rancho Obi-Wan is 6 nen-prcdit orpeanizatian 
thal needs suppert from fans in order 
fo survive for future generations. 


its existence means more than 


keeping the dears open se fans car 
check out the collection; it's about 
keeping 5 sale space fer ihe objects’ 
intrinsic histery, 

For those who can't make the trek 
fo Vigil in pergen, [here is 4 concentrated 
effort in the works to create more of 
@ witfual presence ler Ranche Obi-Wan, 
nol to mention regular appearances at 
Celebration conventions. 


What's the most treasured part of your 
collection? Write in and tell iz6 all abeud i] 
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Keep up wilh goingé-on af Ranches 
Ce Wan on Twitter Rare hota 
for JE She oticlal weber be 
afew, Panchoobivih org 
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THE Wl \ Us MANS 


BRIDGING THE GAP BETWEEN 
MADISON AVENUE AND MARIN 
COUNTY IS BROOK TEMPLE, ARTIST 
PAR EXCELLENCE, WHO LEAPT INTO 
THE FRAY AS A STORYBOARD ARTIST 
ON RETURN OF THE JED! \NTERVIEW 
BY J. W. RINZLER 
















 —————————— 


hile at work on Star Wars 
Storyboards: The Original 
Trilogy, | fad acess a Seep s 
of boards that were clearly 
ot by Joe Johnsen, Milo Rodis-Jamers, 
or anyone else | could place. The style 
was completely delferent from anything 
an thee first fwe filmes, | showed a law to 
Joe and he remembered that ihe artist 
was Someone who liked ta work with 
markers that were almost out of ink, 
and who was perhaps named Brock.” 
Breck hade't werked fer lang on ihe 
film—it had been a temporary gig—so 
Joe couldnt remember mare, | asked 
around and eventually movie historian 
Brandon Alinger reminded me that there 
was 4 shorybeard artist named Brock 
Temple who had worked on Aicturs of 
fhe Jed, | emailed him 4 few samples 
and Brook oonlirmed that the boards in 
question were his. So... for the first time, 
here is bis Star Wars ahory, 





J. Vi, Ringler IWR You once told re 
that the Interesting part was. how you 
got the job storyboanding at Indusirial 
Light & Magic (ILM J—so how did you 
gel the job? 
Brook Temple (BT) | had been 
teaching at City College part-time and 
was dissatishied, bul | had been oul of 
work lor 10 years because of beaehing, 
thought that ILM would be a great fit, 
skill-wise, because of my pas experience 
in advertising in Maw York, Bull had mo 
contacts at (LM and | knew that getting 
P _ Lue thrgugh thee Ireat door weuld be like going 

th upd iy rt ie | over barbed wire. Ewery kid in America 
Parte tJ ! : e ; gh wanted to work for ILM, #o | knew Ehat 
by Breok lig, ; r or : = Chet lacility would be inundated with calls 

7 Lagi and portfolios. 
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“Ee — 
Bvok Tale coring the 19404, 


Perspective had abvays been 
one of my strengths in Mlustration, 
so | took a rodl of butcher paper 
end cul & piece three feel by six 
foet and did adrawing of an 
intergalactsc space baltle crudser. 
Again, pas% axperbencce hep lpaed; 
Vhad worked for Northrop and 
Douglas sircralt and had a real 
feel for aeronautical technology. 
[don't remember who | talked to, 
but it was dilficull to connect through 
al the secretaries, bo find out who 
was responsible for hiring, whieh is 
whal [imean about the “barbed wire” 
Finally, someone on the phone said, 
“Oh, youre apreéhessianals you need 
to talk to Joe.” Sol dropped off the 
Grawving wilh te récepleanist, | knew 
the drawing weuld have to be rolled 
oul on Joe's desk—and that would be 
the wire Tertor—bmcaiee if Wark Go 
big- | knew a drawing that big would 
gel altention. That's row | god the job. 







- 








Ji Re What was your first day like? 
BT; My first day was hectic, wilh 
orientation, and | was overwhelmed 
with all (he characters, the 
technology, but | had ta get up to 
speed wary quickly. You need to 
remember thal | hadr't been doing 
any commercial work for years, since 
Lhad been painting and teaching. 
Everyone else was up to sped, so It 
was like jumping ona mowing bus. 


JWR: Was this the first film you'd ta 
worked ant 

BT: | had worked in advertising on 
television doing storyboards, and 


INSIDER fig 


sloryboards are always aboul speed, but, 
yes, this was the first film | had worked on. 


THE MAGIC TOOLBOX 


JWR: Whe were your influences, and 
where did you learn your craft? 
BT: My first lite drawing, a private class, 
was in the fifth grade. | had three years 
a Art Center in Les Angeles, Having 
graduated a year early from high school, 
entered when | was 17 years old, and 
Art Canter gave moa solid drawing 
background. In the army | worked as. 
An ilustrater for Shar and Stripes in the 
psychological warfare unit in Japan, 
lalso Mudied with Jock Patter at 
the School of Visual Arts ln Mow York, 
He could draw like God and taught 
like a disciple. While in Mew York, 
| took off afew pears and went back 
bo school at Yale, studying with Josef 
Albers [groundbreaking modern artist), 
graduating with a degree in fine arts. 
[spent 13 years 65 an alisirator in 
Bia York, both on stati at seweral large 
advertising agencies and {reelancing. 


“IN THE ARMY, | WORKED 
AS AN ILLUSTRATOR FOR 


STARS AND STRIPES 
IN THE PSYCHOLOGICAL 
WARFARE UNIT.” 








lremember that when | beft Ari 
Center to gato Mew Yark, | wae living 
ina garage apartment in Les Angeles. ms 
| Leftimy toolbox, which everyone had at E : 
Ant Center, a groen motel box, in the 
apartment, because | didn’t meed it 
Anymore. Tears Later, ere in Marin a 
County, | hada mutual friend and we weet =" 
to lunch with Ralph MoQuarree, whe | had 
fever mel, In ihe sourse of reninigcing, 
it turned out that he had taken my old 
éparbment, and had found and ued ihe 
toolbox when he went to Art Canter, My 
friend had a phrase, Ho coincidences, 
just apposniments.” Obvisirsly, if wack 
the magic toolbox. 





JWR: Had you seen the ofher Star Wars = 
films and what did you think of them? Some of Brook Temple's freelance clients included: Sports Nlwsirated, New 


BT: Lewed ther all, saill do. York Giants, TWA, gad the Mew York Werld Fair, Taree larger advertiging 

agenches were Kenyan Eckhard, BBO0, J. Walter Thompson. He also designed 
JR What were you asked to de } bwe podiage amps for the United States in the 1780s: Centennial Sale of 
specifically for Return of the Jedi? Florida jalse adopted by Spain), and the Magna Carta. 


BT: | was asked to supplement and help 
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finish the sioryGaard. | remember 








that itwas the last third ofthe fim gama TAUNTS) en PSY el Te ep ERS 8) 







and anyihing else that was no 


completed. Itwasthe chase scene = aC Wed BLUE d eae mM at ead |e a 


on the [Speeder] bikes through the 
woeods, battle scenes with the Ewols 









and the chicken walkers. | remember : 


thal George Lucas was coming in 
every other day to check om progress; 


he was passionate about following the with technology. character, everything 

seript directly, no changes. ihal was new to me. My ouporienee was 
The work iiseli wae challenging, lot about time and money. They had to get 

of pressure, because | vas hired in fhe dene and gawne mney; they were ip 


Middle of production. They needed speed against a budget 

and facility. | was under the gun because 

they were under the gun. lwas forced at JW: What was it like working with Joe 
this point in production to get up to speed Johnston and George Lucas? 


BT: Joe was very hands-on and very 
supportive. 0 think Lucas know me as ihe 
new guy. Remember, l was there for only 
8 short time, siz to eight weeks, though 

| had hoped i would break in and get 

4 permanent job. | was heping this po 
would be the draam job and | would be 
working Pull tine a1 ILM, but | was just 





IKSIDER 

























a gpmey and (hal was never qeing to be in 
the cards. Also, the more competent | was, 
the sharier my employment. | was being 
paid onan hourly basis; they just had to 
getihe work dome and the producer was 
Under pressure nol bo speared any mare 
money, 20 the faster | worked, the more 
money ihey were saving and the less 

Iwas going to make. My competence 
meant | would be there a shorter time. 





J Fs A ae ais. WE Like ih thee 
art department? 

BT. Uk was @ thrill being part of the team, 
but there were security measures and 
the work was secretive. The room wasnt 
a large room, (here were ne windenwa: 
the door was locked [irom the outside; 
woe could leawel, $0 basically no one was 
allowed Inte the art department to look 
over our Shoulders and see what was 


THE INFLUENCES 
OF BROOK TEMPLE 
Niraters: Aislin Briggs, Al Parker, 
Robert Fawcett, Gob McCall, Bob Peak, 
Jack Potter 
Filrag; 2007; A Space Fe 
ofihe Wall, Wages of Fea 
All Akira Kuresavws 
Saumur, 
Comic strip artists: Alex Raymeand, 
Midtom Canitf, Hal Foster 


¥) Teluapyh 


happening on ihe development of the 
storyling. | believe there ware about 
three of us, including Joe. 


JWR: What materials did you prefer te 
use? Joe mentioned that you liked to 
Use alinosl empty pensimarkers, 

BT: Labsolutely do not remember the 
answer to this quesiian exactly, bial 
lused Pentel pens. 


JWR; What did you think of Return 

of dee Jedi when you saw the 
completed fim? 

BT: The most important thing was 
that my young daughters were very 
Impressed and pravd of me thal | had 
worked at Lucasfilm. They loved the 
film and so did |. 


EXPANDED 
See Moryhcards by Brock Tample, 
and Many mere, in Star Wars 
Storpbsards: Tbe Grigina’ friooy aeailable mow! = 
Follow J, WV, Ringler on twither (iperingler 
UNIVERSE 


os fa oe 


INSIDER Ey 


KANAN JARRUS 3 
IWOUCED BY FAEDOIE PRIME JR. 


i | he 


= = 


“| SABINE WREN - 
A, [OICEDEY TIAA SIRCAR) 


ay 


4 














([ Li 


¥ | A TT Ic E 1 ar alt 


vi a | Kl | | L| u Vy ¥ 1 ] | 








BY MICHAEL ROGGE 





A SUCCESSFUL SCIENCE-FICTION AUTHOR IN HIS OWN RIGHT, MATTHEW WOODRING STOVER'S S74? 
WARS NOVELS INCLUDE THE DEFINING MACE WINDU NOVEL, SHA7TERPOINT, AND THE MUCH-CHERISHED 
NOVELIZATION OF REVENGE OF THE S/T, BUT THE PATH 10 SUCCESS WAS LONG AND HARD... 








Bon the summer of 27001, 
Right (this pagel: a wriber new bo the Star 
Wars galary, Matihew 


Saunmdag onl fer 
0 oy Woodring Stover, delivered 
A manuseripl Wled Trantor 
rm to then aditorial desks of 
Lucashilm and Del Rey Books. 
Commissioned ag the 13th 
entry in what would be an epéc 
1F-novel saga called The New 
Jedi Ovder, Stewer's fraitor 
was slotted to be published as 
Ariass Market paperback in 
July of the following summer, 
on the heels of the d3d-page 
hardcover doorstopper Star by 
Star and the Gark Journey and 
Enemy Lines paperbacks, 
Other than providing readers 
With Sh exciting Sclion- 
adventure, not much was 
expected to happen inthese 
Paperbacks, Intact, when the 
editorial team first conccived 
of the Mew Jedi Order, they 
Intended the paperbacks to 
recount the minor, fill-in® 
sloriag af the series, while ihe 
five annual Hardcovers would 
be penned by lop indusiry 
names and doature galaxy- 
shaking events, like the 
deaths of major characters, 
Wel Traitor eas. anything 
bul a miner sclion-adventure, 
Perhaps the shortest book 
in the series in word coume, it 
packed the biggest emelional 
[and philosophical! punch, 
recalling Yoda's quip, Size 
matters no” Shavers 
paperback movel would 
become the center ot the 
Saga—and a story that 
influenced the rest of ihe 
star Wars Expanded Universe 
fiction for years to come. 





SMALL TOWN, BIG 
IMAGINATION 


hough his works often tackle 
TT ineres of sudfering and 
uitra-viglenes, Siovers 

childhood was anything but, as 
he grew upin calm, peaceful 
suburbia. The youngest of tour 
children, Maithew Woodring 
Siover—Woodring, an Anglicized 
French family name—was born in 
1742 in York, Pennsyheania, & few 
miles from Gettysburg. Until he 
was three, his family moved around 
quite a bit, finally settling im the 
small town of Danville, IWlinoés. 
There his father worked ag a 
mechanical engineer doing H¥AC 
design and his mother taught 
rhetoric at ihe conmuunity college, 

Church was where Stover’s lowe 
for wards originated, Bul if was ihe 
church program rather than ihe 
religious rituals that fascinated the 
young Stower. He would circle words 
in the program be didnt understand, 
and during breaks in the service, his 
mother would sketch definitions te 
keep her son happy and quiet 

Shavers didest brother, Tor, 
possessed a huge library of science- 
fiction nonels af home, and it was 
from there that Stover’s education 
in the genre began. He read his 
brother's lavoribes, the hard science- 
onenied stories of Larry Nrwen 
and Robert Heim lein, then gradually 
meowed on to more enperimental and 
fantastical fare by the likes of Fritz 
Leiber, Roger celagny, and Shephen 
A. Donaldson, three authors who 
had 4 tremendous impact on flee 
burgeoning newellst, Donaldson's 
Chronicles of Thomas Covenant 
showed Stover that lamtasy could 
be written for grown-ups and deal 
wilh adull (hemes and condlicts. 
Roger Zelazny, on the other hared, 
impressed Stover with how he 
engineered his fantasy worlds 
through prose, making his science 
25 poelit 8 magic and hes magic a 


STOVER’S TRAITOR 
INFLUENCED STAR WARS 
FICTION FOR YEARS 
TO COME. 








practical as science, And Leiher’s Falhind 
and the Gray Mouser stories were Stowers 
personal favorites a5 4 teenager, so much 
60 That he would set his firs’ newel, bran 
Onan, in the same legendary city of Tyre 
where Uhe first of the Falherd tales Lakes 
place, in homage to Letber, 

Despite Stover’s passion for literature, 
he Gein t $60 hima! becoming a 
professional writer from ihe outset. He 
dreamed of being an actor, Staver enrolled 
at Grake University to major in acting and 
wentoon bo play many roles both al Drake 
and onthe Chicage stage. including being 
cass as the Prince of Genmark himself 
ih 6 Muri unimersity production af 
Shakespeare's Hanis. 

But an actor's lide is a fickle one, based 
fn Portuine as much as falent, and Stowe 
held down jobs as a bartender and martial 
aris intiructor during ihe lulls bebeveen 
roles. He also turned to writing. thinking 
that might be his true vocation. 

Al first he tried his hand ala debective 
novel, having been taken as an adult reader 
By the hardhoded 
prose of Raymond 
Chandler and 
Dashiell Harrnimiait. 
He soon found he 
Lacked confidence in 
rendering a realistic 
urban sething hat 
Wat 2 Tequarnriene ot 
the genre. “I'm from 
a amall town in 
central IWinols.~ says 
Stover. At the time when | was eriting, 
fhere was te uch thing ag a dalective slory 
set ina small town im America.” The Los 
Angeles 6! Chandler and (he San Francison 
of Hammett seemed to him as exotic as 
Macau or Peking. 

sd Slower rnelurned to the genres thal 
excited him asa youth. in science fiction 
and fantasy, he could work meore wilh has 
Imagination and less with the real world, 
And setting no longer prowed a problem. 
“Leould make Lip my een cities, make 
Up my own cultures. | didn't have to be 
there and know whal things were like” 
Stover admids. “Also, schonece fichlon and 
fantasy gives me the leisure to indulge 
miy hobkees, ve always been interested 
in philosophy and comparative religion, 
and different sorts of mystical systems. 
One of the things you can do as a famtasy 
woriter is explore bow things would wark 
W one ormore of (hese particular mystical 
conceptions of the world or the universe 
ere aclually trie.” 


MYTHOLOGY AS TRUTH 


A Close reading af Homer's Nad and 
; t, Odyssey led Stewer to the roallite 
# story of Heinrich Schliemann and 
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MATTHEW STOVER ~| 





IS TRUE,” 


gave him the seed for his first nowel, 
ran Dawa, set during the Bronze Age, 
Schliemann was a 19th Century German 
eréhecogist who found what hundreds 
of others had searched for since the 


Renaissance: the legendary city of Troy. 
lnviead of digmissing Hermers teks as 
pure mylhology, Schlicmann sifted 
through (heen for gecgraphical detaals, 
which he realizad corresponded to thr 
coast of modern-day Turkey. 

“He was ihe first guy in S00 years 
to wonder if Homer might have been 
Peporiing hisbory in addition to telling 
asbory. This made a huge impression on 
me,” Stover says. The underlying premise 
of (roan Dawn and its sequel Jericho Maen is 
that, like the fied, maybe the foundational 
Cultural maths of all of the civilizations af 
Earth have a basis in fact, at least 
metaphorical fact 

Aol connected bo anyone in the book 
trade, Stover sent dron Dawn oui toa 
hummber of publishers. lwas one of the 
Last of ihe slush pile guys,” he remembers, 
referring to the days when authors coubd 
Subertal (heir manugeripis witheul having 
an agent. Thowgh the novel wasn't 
imerediabely published, an editor's 
recommendation get Stover an agent 
who Later sold the book bo Roc. Soon Stover 





“T WAS LISTENING TO ALEC 
GUINNESS TALK ABOUT THE JEDI AND | 
SOMETHING IN ME SAID, ‘WELL, THIS 










wan) waiting for audition callbacks, hee 


was hard at work on Jenche Moon ard 


Heroes Ofe.a Story be had conceived 
moarly 20 yoars earlier, after a vigwing 
of Star Wins. 


NOT JUST A MOVIE 


Wan lover saw Sra Wars the weekend a 
Jopened in Darnville in 1997. To this 
day, he vividly recalls the scene when 
Obie Wan gives Luka his fathors lightsaber, 
set to the quiet, romantic strains of John 
Willige 6 music, 8s. | was eebohing ahs, 

| felt—1 didn’t feel—1 Amew that despibe the 
fect that (his was just a movie, despite the 


— 


) fact that it was made hy this George Linas 
| guy eho | didn’t know really much about 


lexoepl thal Od seen American Grarir and 


| thought it was really cool), and despite the 


fact that here was Alec Guinness, who fd 
SOON Ifa denen movies a1 least, talking to 
some other guy who | knew was an actor, 
livres lishening ba han 
talk about the Jedi 
and something in 
mie sald, Wiel, Wis 
is trac” 

“newer was 
under ihe delusion 
that by trine'—what | 


factual.’ Ht doesn't. 
Tt means (here was 
something about 
it that rang a bell | didn't ewen know vras 
inside ivy head, And | guarantee its that 
same bell that rang for so many people.” 
Sever returned to lhe cinerea many 
times that summer and subsequent 
ones when Star Wars was re-released. 
One sich soreeniag in 197F inspired 
Heroes Die, the first mowel ina tetralogy 
that Stover considers his magnum opus, 
The Acts of Caine, “There's this moment 
lin the movie] where Han and Chewie 
Are gurpripod by a dozen Slermironpors 
and Han starts fining, drops a couple of 
them, 4nd shouls and charges, dind the 
stormircepers break and run. It's funny 
as hell,” Stover says. “| was thinking, 
he alge just killed three guys, Were 
Laughing, but he just kiled three guys.” 
This s¢ene made Stower question 
the nature of viclence in relation to 
entertainment. | thought, MWinat if this 
Was! jus a move? Wad ihe hero hal 
youre cheering for és dulling real people wite 
realty de? How does that make pou feel?" 
hen asks. “Ht was Star Wars that get mn 
thinking about that, about how we react to 
vighence is largely) mediated by the ferret 
of the violence presented to us. It's one 
thing bo waleh & shealt-cui en & TW show, 
it's another thing to waich a shoot-out on 
the news.” 


fell was traige—ineant 





Lett: Bown Secbey's 
veered eat fer Sree} 
TO8 revel, Leh 
Spwrether and the 
Shader adie 


Opposite pege: 


Stover’s petal ory in 
Tha Hew Jedi Dre 
cores, Heder 
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| UNDERWORLOS... 





rt ol Rey releaced Heras Die as 
LJ a trade paperback im August 

ea 1700. Coincidentally, 
Lucasfilm had just awarded the 
publisher the rights to publish Star 
Wars fiction, o license they had 
prewously held im the 1980s, The 
Bel Rey editors felt that Stowers 
Puscular and gritty style might 
match up well with the dark tone of 
The Hew Jedi Order, ao they sent 
Horoes Die to Lucasfilm for Stover 
to be condidened a& a potential 
candidate, Lucasilm agread wikh 
Del Rey's assessment, and assigned 
Stover ie erite ihe noel (hal 
showed how the tragle death of 
Anakin Solo transformed his older 
breather, Jacer, 

Stover poured his heart and 
Soul inte the wovel, writing el if an 
intense seven monihs. Originally 
called Underworld, the book was 
re-titled Tratter ta awold conduglon 
with a Dark Horse comic series at 
the tine, Tel Daderworla fits the 
story quite well, fer in lt Jacen Sele 
travels through the Land of the 
daad,” encountering a ftormer Jodi 
Knight, Vergere, who is the opposite 
ef Yoda. In this metaphorical hell, 
Vergere teaches Jacen about her 
conception of the Force by having 
Rien physically, anotionally, and 
mentally suffer the worst Yuuzhan 
Wong lortinnes, Al ihe same lime, she 
makes Janen sbromger, farming him 
into a new kind of Jed Knight who is 
able re-emerge inte ihe land ol the 
Light, betray the World Grain that 
controls Coruscant, and use his ney 
powers in the service of his people, 

Stover steeped Vergere's 
wisdom iin Tasigt philesophy, 
blowing many readers’ minds 
by showing (he ambiguities 
inherent bn the Force, in Stover's 
wew, the Farce needn't be a simple 
dichotomy of good vargus evil, Jedi 
versus Sith. He also purposely left 
Vergere’s [rue alignment in ihe 
cosmic balance unexplained. 

“You newer see inside Vergere's 
head in that book,” Stover says, 
“You only see what other people 
think 3 they interact with her” 

A later story conferance 
with George Lucas confirmed 
Stowers inglinets abeul Vergere 
and the Force. “Mr Lucas himself 
fold me that (Star Wars) is mot 
about answers, hee recalls. 
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“Same things are supposed to 
be mysleriqus.” 

Stover returmed to the Qverworld 
innerde of Heroes Oe lo wrile 6 
loose sequel, Blade of Tyshalle. 
Meanwhile, reader reaction fo 
Trater proved extraordinary, Teva 
yoors Later, Lucasfilm hired Stover 
to write Shatlerpomt, & prequel 
hardcover patched as Apocalypse 
fiow with Mace Windu. And in 2004, 
Stover received an unexpected 
Phone call from editor Shelly 
Shapéero of Del Rey. She asked him 
lt he was interested in writing the 
novelization for Reverge of the Sith, 
| may hawe actually lainted ter a 
litthe bit after that, | don’t really 
recall.” Stover saya. Gedsing that 
Phone call was one et the biggest 
things that ever happened to mr.” 
















































































“MR. LUCAS TOLD ME 
THAT STAR WARS IS NOT 
ABOUT ANSWERS.” 












Star Wars movels: Frater (20071, 
Shatterpoval (2008), Revenge 
ef the Sith (2005), and Lake 
Skywwiter and fhe Shadows 
ef Minder (2008) (Del Rey) 


doe of Greante duciogy: ar 
Dawn (1977) and Jericha Moca 
11998) (Roc: chooks on 
iranad.com)) 


Acts of Caine tetralogy: Heroes 
ie (1997), Blade of Tyahalie 
(2009), Caiee Gack Knife, (D008 
Gaines Law (2017) [Dal Rey! 


Shorl aries: Equipment” 
[Star tars Short Stary 
Calieoion, D003), The 

Tenobrous Way” (Star Wars 

fasider #130) and “A Friend in 

Thark™ LA Princess of Mars— 

The Aanotated Edliion—and Now 
Tales of tbe Red Planet] 


AND NEW WORLDS 


tower's last Star Wars mowel 
was 2 6 Linke Sky : 
and tire Shadows of} | 


the meantime, be's 
other universe 
God of War an: 


Ation of hie Shar Wars 
“ltake Star Wars even 
iously than | & mi 
, hesays. Writing a Stare 
= book is far harder for me than 
wring an original novel. is 
samathing | approach with a great 
deal of care. Because | was 
alan first, Was—and am—a lan, 2 


EXPANDED 


Michael Kogge can be found 
online at 
weiw michamliogge,<om, 
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STAR WARS INSIDER PRESENTS THE FINAL PART OF OUR 
SERIES OF “PRODUCTION ILLUSTRATIONS” BASED ON 
CONCEPT ART BY ARTIST RALPH MCQUARRIE. 
PAINTED AND EXPANDED UPON BY MCQUARRIE’S FRIEND AND 
COLLEAGUE, ART DIRECTOR AND CONCEPT DESIGNER PAUL 
BATEMAN, WE GO INSIDE DARTH VADER'S CASTLE AS A 
SINISTER MEETING TAKES PLACE... 








Jhe sprawling Star Wars universe contains many spectacular locations; from the perilous 
depths of the Death Star's seemingly bottomless chasms bo the astonishing heights of 
Corkscants sparkling towers, Sadly, ane wender has ao lar escaped the silver sereen; 
The brooding mountain-bop castle of Darth Vader. 


Mebiarrie'’s original piede was dream! up 


during the early stages of preduction on The / 

Empire Strikes Back and is an ides that has ts 

appeared inthe Expanded Universe in the 44 
as ile) 
—L 


shape of Bast Casile,” Vader's dark retreat, 
1 
| i 



















hidden aeay on the stormy planet af Vpn. 


Gathering Hunters... 


When you first logk through Ralph's intercar 
studies for the castle, the first thing that strikes 
you id the owerevhelming sense of Vader's 
isolation. Ht ieels like a place where he 
would hawe little choice but to be quiet and 
contemplative, Hemover, becaiige of bhp 
enormous scale of the place, it's ebviously 
designed la hase many oll-world vighers 
Tome, it looks like the Star Wears equivalent 
ofthe Sheriff of Mottingham's castle from 

a classic swashbuckling Rabin Heed movie, 

As my starting point for this image, | began 
wiih the study Ralph had worked up meat 
exbonsively, Though the original design had 
an elegant starkness to it, | thought it would be 
fun te populate the scone with seme of Ralph's 
rarely seen bounty hunter concepts. My thinking 
being (hai 46 the design was conceived 56 early 
in the development of The Empire Strikes Back, 
ii seemed logical that Vader might be plotting to 
caich the inlameus rebel pilot, Luke Skywalker. 

| hope you enjoy my interpretation of Aalph's 
thumbnails a8 much a3. | enjoyed painting them. 
[ ABOUT PAUL BATEMAN 
Paul i6 an art diregter 
and concept designer 
based near Pinewood 
Studies im Lomdon. He 
can offen be heard on 
the papular Sta Woes 
podcast, Rebel Force 
Fadia. Follow him on 
Twilter: PaulRMg 
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STAR TREK INTO OARKN ; 
Much was made of the darker themes 
of the latest film! Oid tt really break 
new ground for Ster Trek, or did the 


Prime Target get there first? 


Ji ke, be 
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INTERVIEWS 

We talk to Gates McFadden, The 
Fntererise’s oun Or, deverly Crusher, 
along with guest stars Douglas Tart, 
Rachel Wichols and Lise Wilcox! 


AAOroo TUAA Ne ATH mo Tred 
Lys eLicr had oe ! ’ if 


Ine-man weapon of Mes 
Destruction or wronged hero? Has 
our perception of Khan Noonten 
Singh been changed forever? 

_ 


All the regulars, the latest 
Star freak news, reviews 
and competitions! 
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A SEARCH THROUGH THE LUCASFILM ARCHIVES 
REVEALS SOME RARE AND NEVER-BEFORE- 
PUBLISHED PHOTOGRAPHS FROM THE 

| MAKING OF THE S747 WARS PREQUELS! 
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Rey Pork [Darth Meet) ead Gein Heron (0ki-Gee 
fina] in orion on the Slee een cel ef Levee 
Tain. (Phate by Keith Hemrhere, Egacde Ih 
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PART OnE 


AVID J. WILLIAMS AND MARK S. WILLIAMS, f ay 

WITH ART BY CHRIS TREVAS 
Ce aS eS ee ee 
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:: ina Moonsong popped her cockpit hatch and slid “Well you'd Emow all about that, wouldn't you? 
‘ down the ladder ante the light deck. She yanked Amoment of asbonished silence, Then Stramen 
hoff her Aight helmet to reweal the red buzz-cut she'd drew ina deep breath to cite Moonsong for an inevitable 
had ewer dince Dantooine, and wiped the sweal fram | disciplinary infraction, Gul before he could speak: 
her olive skin, Before she could hand off the flight lag to the | “That's. enough.” 
erew chied, (he booming baritone of the deputy wing leader's Wing Commander Adon Foo strode over to them both. 
voeoe echoed Threugh the hangar, Rotund and red-faced. he made up ter his lack of warrior 
“Front and center, cadet!" physique with reflexes and mental agility. He was known 
Moonsong froge and saluted, the ghost of 4 smile hovering | across the feet 16 a first-rate leader of pilots, tet right 
just short of insubordination as noe it was all hee could do to 
Lieutenant Graylen Stramm pushed = ee j= “a i keep them from killing each other. 
his dark brown face right up te bers, | . “Tm galing fe pretend the last 
He looked about as annoyed as any 1 — . | five seconds mever happened,” 
elficer would whe had just walehed I UAL Al | 4 ] | he soid, Because the cadets 
a vital training exercise go bust=all pia right. My numbers were off~ 
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nie the moreso when the order io advance 7 i Moonsong started to reply, but 
Pe) an the imperial Fleet might come — Fox cul her oll; “But instead of hot 
down any day. : ji : | i dogging in there, you should have 
ces ea “What in the three suns did you ; > = - - told ws what you were doing first.” 
eee think you were dolmg out there, Cadet?” , "Sir, | didnt hawe time" 
ale Moonseng hesitated as pilols exited the ships all around | “Then make time.” 

ry hor, The oxpressions on their laces ranged (rom anneyance— Ho said it with such shoe! fhal Moongeng knew better 


the outsider wae causing trouble again?—to professional than to question him. 

interests how was their by-the-book commander qeing to | “The whole point af a B-wing squadren aliack is thal 

handle the lates! infraction by the squadron’s problem child? i the combined ships act as a force multiplier, if we integrate 

She met Siramom's eyes, and grinned. our attack vectors, we have a far better chance of finishing 
“Completing the mission, success! ally gir ihe mission succasslully—and alive, Understogd tT 
“Guccessiully? The computers say different You were “Wossir.~ 

desitoyed. dong with half the squadron.” “| dan think she understands. at all,” Stramm muttered. 
“Sir. we scorad three hits on the Star Destroyer. Sir” “Shee did gat the job done, Lisutenant; nobody ever 
“Eetepl that wasn't a Star Desiroyer. That was a bunch said this war was going to be easy.” Fox turned back to 

el drenes in space simulating the positen ol a Siar Desiroyer, a chastened Moonsong. Ais black eres reminded her 

And you broke formation to score those hits. Alber which you of her old mentor, Barthow Quince. They had that same 

got annihslated.” look of disappointment that set a lump in her threat. 
“With duo respect, sir, the calculations the wing leader “This is mat your personal war, cadet. If | thought it 

sentin were off.” would do ary good I'd rewoke your flight status right here 
“And aller loss than filly hours youre an expert al tying and mow, bul Trankly we dont have encsugh pilots as its,” 

a B-wing? This isn't the same as smuggling off Coruscant, | He pitched his voice a little higher, Letting if ring 

Cadet. When we go inte bagtle it won't be against some local ‘oul seress the hangar fear, 

Lo security cruiser, Wo'll be facing the Imperial Navy.” “As it stands, I've just recelved our orders fram Admiral 
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fckbar, Tormarrow 6 the Gig dhiew. The Thee reves 
on Endor. But we wont be participating in the main 
assault. We'll be sahequarding the {fleet's lines of 
Sommunications and guarding the mar" 

“Rearguard?!)" Moonsong couldn't hide her 
disappointment, | didn deme all this way just ta—~ 

“Enough, cadet. We hawe our orders. Dismissed,” 

Fox turned on his heels, and strode off the flight 
dock, Ho had mized emotions thal the squadron 
wouldn't be going into the kill-zone. On the one 
hand, he longed to strike « Blow al the Empire 
But (much as he hated to admid |i] the squadron 
just wan ready And ag foe Stramm—he meant 
Weel, bul frankly ho was trying way boo hard, Which 
was to be eqpected; Sbramm was a former Imperial 
Naval aMiter who was used ba strict discipline and 
the chaln of command. What he needed to realize 
wat that the Alliance did mot have the same resources 
fo train ifs pilots, Most of them had never Wow 
snublighter before in their lives. Hell, most of the 
Rev? (light cadets were (ram backwater worlds wilh 
Little to no military experience. 

Case in point, one Gina Moonsong. Like so many 
ethers whe flocked ta the Rebellion, she had ma 
formal training and had bearmed to fly on smuggling 
foules olf Caruscaal, Mogagsang might howe 
standing aversion to rules and regulations, but there 
was no denying she was an amazing pilot. Certainly 
batter than himeel, maybe almost as good as ihe 
legendary Wedge Antilles. 

Fax coulda t help bul smile a6 he considered the 
true neasen for the friction between the tea pilots. 
They theught they had been so careful, but Foo was 
Aohing W bul porceplive, aad had seon chemistry 
flare between them from the moment they first laid 
eyes of each other, Whether ar nol they had taken 
things any further than that=weill, it was none of 
his business. Relationships with subordinates were 
Unheard of in the linperial Mavs, bul matters were 
alittle more lenient im the midst of the Rebellion, 
where (here were oo duck reslrictions bepand 
whal wing Commanders were willing to put up with, 
find not only did Pox have bigger things to wonry 
abhoul, he wasa't about ta ipwoke a double standard, 
Everybody on the squadron grapevine knew how 
generals were cavaring around with princesses, 
and iPanything thie Rebellion was the stranger for 
i. Wich relationships in his squadron weren't Fox's 
problem; training was. His poople were chill graen 
Still scared. 

He'd been the same, nol toa long ago. When the 
Battle of Hoth began, he'd had less than one hundred 
hours of Plight Gime and yet they expected him bo fly 
his single X-wing ag an eageort io an escape lrangpert, 
Mt Looked like a suitide mission, but hed somehow 
Soldiered on, and surdwed, What he hada'l counted 
on was his wife's transport being destroyed by the 
Star Destroyer blockade as itfook off. But after that, 
Foz wart alraid aryreare, He didnt heel much af 
anything these days, truth be told. And he was fine 
wiih that. He Lay down on his bunk, kneeving Uhat 
thane was no way heod get any sloop before the 
operation tomorrow. He knew exactly where his 
dreams were liable lo venture, and figured no dreams 
at al was better than dealing with ghosts of the past. 

Sbramim wae Sleeping eher, 

He'd brewed himseld seme cellos, and sattled 
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down with schematics of B-wings. X-wings, 

TIE fighters and Star Destroyers. Not to mention the original 
Geath Star. He'd gone over all the accounts of the Battle of 
Yavin—focuslng in particular on the ship loge of Antillas ane 
Skywalker. They'd accomplished the impossible, but even 
they hadi had to comtend with capital ships quarding the 
station. Stramm knew that this time arownd the Imperial 
Many wouldn't be as lax, especially since the station was far 
trem operational. 

He knew the imperial logic, of course—knew it first 
hand. They'd have al least a few Star Destroyers on hand, 
and would probably employ a lot of TIE fighters as long-range 
pickets, &dmiral Ackbar's plan of popping oul of hyperspace 
a6 Clote to tho Doak Star as possible seemed like the anly 
possible course of action but the thought of doing so twisted 
Stramns stomach inte kod. 

It wasn't death he feared, though. it was failure. His faith 
in the Rebellion wasn't exactly boundless; he hadn't joined 
up becauee he thought they wauld win, I vas just that he 
was bined of fighting for an oppressive force —ol putting his 
boot onthe threat of provincials whode only crime wade t 
kowtowing quickly enough. It had been only a year since 
he deserted fram his past in Uhe Imperial garrison on Naboo 
and made his way inte the Quter Rim te join the Alliance, 
He'd finally snapped, figuring it was betber to die fighting 
tyranny than 2oniinuing te be ils willing seeeant. 

Ard right mow it looked like he was fimally qolmg to get 


Admiral Shared Montlerrat was gelling annoyed at all 
thee seroarmning, 

wasn't a noise ome usually heard aboard the Devastater. 
His crew was the best (here was, ond (hey took a justified 
pride in their ships unique legacy. And right now, that pride 
couldn't be greater: alter months of raiding Rebel commerce, 
thee ship was rejoining Vader and his floet at Endor, The final 
battle of the war might be in the offing, and that meant 
that there really wasn't lime for distractions, 50 when ihe 
Gewastator happened ta capture some suspected smugglers 
en the wary info dhe eeetem, Monthenral’s orders were os 


| simple as ihoy were harsh, 


Which meant there was a lot of screaming. 
Mantlerrat regqarhed ihe four shackled men with his single 


) gray eye. Heod heard emough of their desperate protests 


about how they weren't rebel spies. Certainly there was the 
Faint possibility that thay night be telling thes truth about beeing 
traders, but ubltimatety it made mo deference. Monterrat had 
found over Bis many years of comenan”d thal it was bes to 
keep a crew focused on thelr mission. That was one of the 
many lessons he had learned back in the days when the 
Gevastator sereed as Darth Vader's persanal tLagehap, 

A focused crew was a crew less likely to make mistakes, 
and Montlerral believed in dealing with failures swiltly and 
definitively So an opportunity to demonstrate the penalty 


h 18 


| for transgressions was always welcome. 

He gave thee slormiroopers a 
curt nod: they slammed the airlock 
Goor, cutting off the screams. One 


his wish. 

The dear chime broke his 
comcentration. 

Shamim was more than é litte 
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BEEEE! ABP" 


Surprised when he opened it fo 
find Moonsong Sanding there. 
Hor ainerald ayes soemed 

to almost glitter in the darkness. 
He took fer by the erm, pulled 
her inte his quarters, 

“Did anybody see you 
coming?” he asked, 

“Frankly, people hawe more 
iempertant thangs bo worry abou.” 
Maoonsang gestured at the 
schematics. Doing a bit of last- 
Minute sludying, Lieutenant” 

“What do you want, Cadet? 

Far 4 memnent they Slared 64 each ather, Then— 

“lwant to apologize,” she sald. 

“That's a first.” 

“For what I caid in the hangar, | didn't moan te question 
your loyalty. | was mad and | was out of line~ 

Shrammn shrugged, You were just stating 4 fact.” 

“You krow whadl moan.” 

“Sure. | came ona Little heated toc... 4's only because—" 

Moonseng stopped torward and pul her hand gedaly 
agains’? his chest. “) kriow why.” 

Sbramm placed Ais hand over hers. We're qoing fo 
make it out of hens.” 

“Don't say things you don't mean.” 

“Whatde you wank ime to gay? 

“The truth.” 

The truth is meme of us Know what's qoing io 
happen lomorrow.” 

That made her laugh out toud. “What's =o funny?” 
be darraredeal, 

“Alone of us know what's going to happen'—that’s 
precisely ehy we hawe a chance.” 

He grimmed at that, and drew her to him, 
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ef the smugglers began banging on 
the window, but Montferral didn't 
Bother to look, He hoped if his day 
ever came, he'd meet it with more 
dignity than the men he was 
dispatching. The stormtreopers 
cycled the airlock and the banging 


slopped, The sergeant sapped 
forward. 
“What should we da vill their 
ship, Admiral?” 
“Set it adrift and let the gun 
crews wee i for Largel practice, Score the drill and bet me 
knoe if any gun crew fails to achieve 


| OPPORTU IY 


) one hundred percent.” 


Without walting lor a response, Montlerrat turmed on his 


heels and headed back toward the command deck. He took 
) thee long way ihore, ol course, He abvays walked the decks. 


before a big operation; he liked to let the offecers and crew 


) knew that he was watching their every move. That was one 


mere thing Lerd Vader had taught him. Truth bo tell, he didn’t 
expect much in the way of action in the upcoming operation: 
there wag ng way the surprised rebels would he able te 


) withstand the awesome display of power the Emperor had 


armassed tc pul sn end to dheir sedrigus nonsense once and 
for all. Ewen so, his analytical mind had gone over the mission 
details time and tine: again, and he intended to carry them 
Gul te ihe Letber, 

Montlerrat arrived on the bridge to find Commander 
Gradd wearing his immaculate flight suit. There was no 
question that Gradd was ome of the best TIE fighter pilots. 
in the whole Aleet, but Monfenrat found bis ostentatious 
Aalure to be 4 continual source el anneyanee, He cleared 


his throat. 


“Comumander, | want to take your interceptors oul and 
take up position aft of the ship 
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Gradd cocked an eyebrow and ran a@ finger aver his 
pencilthin mustache. “lthought we were going to support 
ihe Battle Station's operations, Admeral.” 

You are, enky noe you will be delng it clager fo thls 
vessel when we move to engage the rebel fleet.” 

“Sir, may | sugpest—~ 

“You may not. Considering that even the smallest of 
thea attack craft have hyperdrives, | dant want to be taken 
by 6urprise by any anublighter attacks, and | want to be 
free to maneuver against their capital ships as soon as we 
have (he 9o ahead,” 

Gradd bowed slightly and gave Monthenrat a crooked 
omile, “A sensible alteration fa plan, sie Allow me 
ie compli nt" 


“Spare nme, commander, After the battle is won | am sure 


{here will be time eqough for appraprighe cengeabuilalians. 
Dismissed.” 

The feghter ace headed toward the bridge exit. 
Somahow his go wasi'l tos large far him ta get thraugh 
the door, butin his wake Montferrat was quietly seething. 
Ne one would have dared question Vader’ Cars wher 
be was running this ship. Monthenrat could testity 
personally to that, having seen Vader Force choke mare 

56 imperial aticer in trent of his own eyes, 
Montferrat had lived in daily fear of that deadly grip when 
he was subordinate to Vader on board the Devadls 
had [though he would newer hawe admitted it to himseld) 
been more than a lilile relieved when Vader transferred his 


flag te the Exaeehas 

Alot that Vader needed to be on the same ship to exact 
punmhimerk And anyway, the Executor wae visible on ihe 
sorcens right now—an impossibly vast vessel, the Star 
Destroyers arrayed a like minnows toa shark. Looking a4 
the now tlagehip, Montherrat half-wished that Vader had 


taken him as an officer to serve on the Executar’s bridge. 
Gul he Krew such (thoughis were feolish, Manllerral was 
carctiaker of a vital legacy—=<a sacred trust. The Gevrstator 
had witnessed historic baittles—it had served on the 
blockade at Hath, and it had even once captured Princess 
Leia Organa. Who knows, maybe it would have another 
éhance aqaingl her in the comeng ballle, The ship had been 
rofitted dozens of times with the latest systems and 
weapons, keeping her more than competitive with the 
fewer capital dhips mow operational. The Devastater thus 
remained one of the mast prestigious commands in the 
fleet). Meniferrat vould have been the firstic say that he 
was lucky to be where her was, bub ib was welll bnown te all 
who served under him that the admiral finmly believed 
there was ne such ania luck. He looked up trem his 
reverie to see an excited bridge officer gesturing ata 
facical display. 

“Admiral; the rebel Meet just emerged from hyperspace 


Shock was far too enild a word for what the Rebel fleet 
experianced as it realized the partially completed Death 
Star's shields were up. But ewen more alarming was the 
fact that they were effectively cul off by thee Largest fetilla 
of Star Destroyers ever assembled—a mass of ships 
Hiretehing aerass the sky. They were trapped, Fox let cul a 
low curse a3 his A-wing’s com filled with ihe urgent voices 
of dhe other wing commanders asking for instructions. He 
leak in the dlualion; the main rebel slrike force led by 
General Lando Calrissian in the Milenniom Fatcon hod 
broken off iis atiack on ihe batllestation and was sluaging 
it out with swarms of TIE fighters dispatched from the 


Imperial feet, Behind them, Star Destroyers were moving in 
for thee Kill, Fox‘s tactical display locked like a multi-layered 
spider web of electromagnetic interference. He wasn't 
surpriged at all when be ge re. cancelling the reargimard 
mission and reassigning his wing proba. 

“About lime,” said Moonsorg. 

“Stow that talk, Blade Three,” snapped Stamm. Mooreang 
shui up as Fox spatoul the mew orders. There was na lime 
to tell (hem the why of ihe situation. wasn) their fab bo ihinkk— 
in fact, the less thinking they did at this point, the better, Burton 
ike off-chance that the rebel commandas who hed landed on the 
moon senephew brought the shield down, the flect was going to 
need to pieol quickly and wector anto the Death Star. They were 
going to have lo rmake every second oouml. And they werent 
going to have tene to fight thear way through still more Star 
Desbroyers. One in paertiquler was deploying justin front of 
thee shield... 





Foz recognized it 43 Ihe Devastator, 

The ship that Vader had once commanded, The shap that 
had killed has family. He grated his teeth and beyed his mike. 

“Blade Leader to Blade Squadron, Faller rie in on heading 
One seven-zero-delta 

Blade Squadron broke apart, then reformed like a Mack 
of birds streaking towards the huge ship inan arrewhoad 
formation. But any hope Foo had fora quick strike against ihe 
massive ship disappeared as two donen THE Inbercepiors 
swept in from the shi's aft and came at them head to head. 
Foe watched (hem rush inen the screens wilh & sinking 
lowing. Hae boniew in his heart of hearts that neost of his pilots 
had just barety grasped the bechniques needed fo make attack 
runs onae 4lohip, fund neon ley wine going ba have be 
dogleght for their lives with seasoned TIE fighters. Yet ihe 
Silualion here was ihe same 4s everywhere else in ihe 
Newt, They were surrounded, Ut was over, 


























] 
| 
] 


SO —————— 


Th 


But it wasn'§. 

Foe cracked asmile, They might mot be able to wln, but 
at ihe least they would give the imperials a fight they would 
never Farge, 

“Blade Squadron... start your attack mum!~ 
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fn imperial prigan barge, Purge, 
carrying $00 hardened criminals 
and rebels, is heading for an 
isMlated prison planei— when if 
comes upon a drifting Star Destroyer that 
won't answer its hails. (Mer a boarding 
party goes onboard the seemingly ldeloss 
vessel in order lo scavenge for spans 
fara, only hall ef ihem return, Plus they 
bring back a disease thal sweeps through 
the prisoners ard guards, leaving arly 
a handful of survivers—(ncluding a 
certain scoundrel of a smuggler and his 
Woekiee companion, As the dead become 
something much warse, i's left to the six 
Survie s tie battle a terrifying threat, tind 
out whak caused it and to bry and escape 
the ship of living death. 


WRY IT’S ACLASSIC 


The beauly of Star Wars is that it allows 
writers lo aaploare many olher genres. 
within its space fantasy opera. Apart 

from lhe Western and Samurai influences, 
the Star Wars galacy of stories touches 

on everything from romance to thriller, 


comedy ta tragedy, Surprisingly, balore 
Geath Freepers, honor is a genre that 
had rarely been explored. Star Wars: Tie 
Glone Wars had featured the “Legacy 
of Terrors" Brain Invaders” teo-parter, 
wilh 189. poind-ceniralling brain worms, 
but ewen after that, there was ample 
room for a Star Wars horror. 

The cover of Death Troopers sets 
the scene withits gory stormtrooper 
helmet suspended an 6 hook: This ia 
Star Mars, but not as we kmow it. The 
familiar elements are there—blasters, 
Imperiale, slormtracpers, drowds, Star 
Destroyers, even Han Solo and 
Chewharca—bul with a pristy feist, This 
twist prowes effective, as it provides an 
added element of high-stakes danger and 
body harror where ho one appears sala 
from the Living dead. The presence of Han 
Solo and Chewee in Lhis share, shordly 
before the events of A Now Hope, loa 
reminder, toa, that when Han fells Loke 
in that movie, “Ked, I'vg fleavn ror one 
side of this galaay to the other, and I've 
S@en Slot of range shull,.” wad mo idle 


boast. If anything was an understabement, 


Hawing faced the lining dead on Purge, 
he and Chewvie have looked infe the heart 
of darkness and survived. 


WHAT THEY SAID 


“One day my Del Rey editor, Keith Clayton, 
montionad fo my agent that he and some 
others were kicking around ideas for 

A Slar Were horror novell, fl was just 

one el those lhghit= bulbs momenis when 
you say, How did we mod thimk of this 
belora? Keith gaid, ‘ve gat the pertoct 
guy for this.” Weedless tosay, | was 
Vhrilled to prove them right.” —Joe 
Schreiber, author, Star Wars lesidor #1712, 
October, 07 


ESSENTIAL TRIVIA 


The Imperial prison barge Purge also 
appeared tin the 2014 nowel Maul: 
Locke, Althaiagh lhe 

appearance came after 

Death Treomers, 1 occurred 

around 32 years oarller in 

the ship's service history. 





"MISSED AN ISSUE? 
COMPLETE YOUR COLLECTION TODAY! 


enor Emnaurl EE eS 


ORDERING Au 
oR VSIT 


- EIREJAUZINZ. + 
he Canale! afte orld: 


Gear Wary > Pls a7 Lt 6, TL Fights Faterved Dead abe pct peep 
(ES ee ed PE A ed ed eee eee ee a Lei ee Ld. 





THE LATEST PREVIEWS, FAN ACTIVITY, AND MORE! 














/ . © ey ~_ RISING SON! 
j ‘S , WITNESS A WAR.BETWEEN 

he ve . TWO SITH 
DARTH MAUL: SON OF DA 





rx = OMIR. 
4 %. he 
sad 
she st __ 62BOOKS 
7 << and take a journey ints ‘iat 
y | 72 BOUNTY 


Meet the stars, show the 
evidence, win the bounty! 
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THE LATEST STAR WARS BestclinaMaeO 
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YOUNG FANS WILL GET AN OUT-OF-THIS-WORLD EXPERIENCE WITH DK'S NEWEST RELEASES 


[EEN Reads | 


MONSTERS, 


ADAM Bay 





STAR WAS: WHAT MAKES A MONSTER? 
Star Wars: What Makes a Monster? is. the ranvest entry 
inthe OF Adventures series, which provides nonfiction 
narratives for kids apes 9-71 with an emphasis om 
reading comprehension and critical thinking, Acklays, 
hanthas, and warmipas ane just a dow of the strange 
oreatunes found across thee gala, not to mention 
(he all-poevertul Saclace [hat nests im the Great Pit of 
Carkeon! Many monsters will gobble you up il you're 
not careful, so it pays to read up on alien biology. 
Learn where these beasts come fram, what they 
221, and how to survive a clase ancountor with the 
most fearsome specimens of their breeds. 

This. fully illustrated, 128-paqe paperback is wrilten 
by Adar Bray and is available rene 


ina READERS 





These olfer 
multi-level 

reading programs 
thal challenge 

kids while keeping 
them hooked on the 
irrestlible subjects 
ol Star Wars and 
LEGO! These 
df-page paperbacks 
are available lm June. 


Mave Hz sai is a Lavell 
1 leader for ages 
5-7. The slary of 
Star Wars; Episode 
Vis retold through 
your favorite LEGO 
mirigures and sets, 
Alter Princess Laisa 
escapes dhe Death 
Star, Ihe rebels have 
to shop Darth Vader 
and the lmperial 
haltle station Befare 
i's foo Lake, 












Em np re Si rin cs Fa ci 
isa Level ? Reader for , ; 

eyes 6-6. Clear, informative text helps beginning readers become more 
independent, Luke Skywalker, in LEGO minilig farm, Learns the ways of 
the Force from Yoda while Darth Vader sets a trap for the heroes of the 
Rebel Alliance, 
LEGO Stor Wars: Return of the Jedi isa Level 3 Reader for ages 7-9. From 
Jabba the Hulls palace the Ewok forests of Endor, the rebels pull out all 


The Mops to doloat the ovil Emperor Palpatine. i 











TRAVEL TO AN ANCIENT AGE WITH 
DAWN OF THE JEDI: INTO THE VOID 


) aw awallabla in paperback, Dawe of the Jeu: livte tine 
Void follows the adventures of Lanoree Brock—aone 
of the most powerful Je'daii disciples to emerge on 
the ancient world of Tyihon, And il (hal doesn sound 
familiar yot, this mavel is the porhect way te catch up ena period 
of Star Wars Expanded Universe history taking place more than 
25,000 years belore the movies. 

The book, writen by Tien Lebbon, i 4 tie-in ba the Daven of 
the Jeai comic serias fram Dark Horse, which intraduced the 
Je‘daii of Tyithon and the peculiar Force traditions that will one 
day give rise to the fambliar Jedi Order of the Star bars films. 

Lanarée Eorock ig a Je'dali Ranger, keeping order on the 
worlds af ihe Tythen system, A Porce-sirang bleadling flaws 
through her veins, but it's a gift that somehow skipped her 
brother. He grew up unable to hear the Force's call, and 
learned to habe the Jedaii when his training ended in tragedy. 

Mow, tho Je dali Council has andered Laneroe bo stop a 
cult's plans to use dark matter and rip open a space warp, 
which could set off a chain reaction and swallow the entire 
anetary system, Bul when she learns that the culls leader 
is the Grether she thought dead, Langres has ta face tle Erufls 
of whether she can eliminate her enemy and do her duty as 
a Je'daii- 

Alse included with Dawa of the Jed’ Inte the Void ig 3 short 
story (“Qawn of the Jedi; Eruption” by Jehn Ostrander] and an 
ancerpt from the comics story arc Dawn of tho Jodi: The Prisoner 
of Bogan, by John Ostrander and Jan Quursemia- 





THE VERY BEST STAR WARS COMIC BOOKS HEADED YOUR WAY! WORDS: DAN WALLACE 


Catch Unproduced Episodes 


in Comics Format 
With Darth Maul: Son 
of Dathomir 


he popular animated series 

Star Wars: fhe Clone Wars has 

wrapped with a final run of 

epigodes Appearing on Nevliz, 
leaving a number of scripts sitting on 
the shell. Fans tan rejoice in the mews, 
however, that an entire unpreduced 
story arc will appear in comics format 
Slarling bn Mag, Jeremy Barlow rs 
hebming ihe adaptation process for the 
four-issue Qarth Maul: Soo of Dathomir, 
with Juan Frigerian pencils and Maura 
Vargas on inks. The series wall feature 
eavers by Chris Seal, 

Get ready for the hype, because this 
shary id &@ kaeckout In Son of Bathemir, 
all-out war breaks aut behvoen the 
factions of evil. Darth Maul and Darth 
Sidious lead dws oppesing armies ina 
grand clash of wanton destruction and 
the power of Lhe dark side, 

‘lve approached each chapter with 
an eye toward preserving the overall 


Slory's lane and inlemlions, while keeping 


as many plot details asa 22-page comic 
book can handle,” saws Barlow, of the 
process ol adapling and compressing 


the episode scripls. “lt's been achallenging | 


game af artlul reduction, bul were all 
really happy with the results.” 

What can fans expect to see? 
Hew about now Mandalorian Super 
Commandos Gar Saxon and Rook Kast? 
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Darnh Mauls Shadow Collective forces, 
made of criminal elements from the 
Pyke and Black Sun syndicates, are ready 
bo fight, as ane the elite Mighthrather 
warriors led by Brother Viscus. 

On the opposing side, General 
Griewous commands the Separatist 
flect and his personal squad of 
MagnaGuard droids. Meanwhile, Count 
Dooku has a more personal role to play 
in the proceedings, as he faces a secret 
from his past that won't stay buried, 

Surprisingly, Barlow wasn't a regular 
viower of Star Wars: The Clana Mars until 
he malinlined the series in preparation 
lor this project, “Aside trom a low 
SCalered episodes, Md nevar really 
wWalched i bhelare mow. he admits, 

“[ don't have cable and don't watch a lot 
ol TY angeay. oo | usually miss oul. But 
Sjar Wars obviously holds a special place 
in my heart, and | pul in the time and 

qQal up io speed belere jumping in. Being 
inviled to sdapl hese sbories 19 very 
Natiering, and living wp to the trust thats 
been placed with me fo honor lhe show— 
and to bring Mauls are io a close with 

a bang—is my top priority.” Among the 
spectacular selpieces packed into Gant 
Maul: Son of Dathomir is a prison break 
from the planet Stygeon, a massive 

droid invasion, and a gladiator pit 
stocked with a hungry shatterax monster. 
And Hightsister shaman Mother Talzin 
plots her path fo resurrection, Leading 

bo a reweLation that is truly mind-blowing. 
“Mother Talzin is interesting,” says 
Barlow, “ln some ways, she's probably 
the least “Star Wars’ character I've 
encountered. And | mean that ina good 
way, She's a powerhouse thal could go 
ton=to=to@ with Garth Sidious, Gut she 
Comes at it from such a unique angle, 
Nightslatar magic is not at all Like the 
Force. and that lets us de some surprising 
things, Let's just say Count Dooku 

foes nol have an easy go ol rt here!” 

For fang of The Chane Wars, ihe 
oppartuaity ie return to ihe characters 
and the continuity will bea freal, And 
lhase wha love Darth Maul— and Barlow 
tounks himsell 4meng them—will find 
plenty to cheer aboul Seeing Maul 
inlreduced and then abrupely tossed 
aside in The Phantom Menace was kind 
of abummer,” he says. Bul honestly 
lwasn't crazy about the idea of bringing 
him back. But George Lucas and Dave 
Filoni created a dynamite character 
arc for him, and I'm loving it. Maul is the 
ultimate underdog here—hunted by the 
dedi, rejected by the Sith. But no matter 
how bad things get for him he just keeps 
pushing forward. Amd he takes some 
really hard lumps in this story.” 


The New Knights of the 0ld 
Republic Omnibus is Here 


KNIGHTS OF THE GLO REPUBLIG | 
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lhe newest Star lors Omnibus 

is. a tremendous value and 

the periect owerview af a 

critical timeframe in the 
galaxy's history. Weighing in ata 
hefty 416 pages, Star Pars Oranibws: 
Hnights of the Qld Republic volume 3 
collects Anights of the Oto Acpublic 
issues #35 to H80 and all five beues 
ofthe Knights of the Gite Republic: 
War mini-perbes, 

Set mare than 3,900 years 
Before the avant ofthe movies, 
thee collection pans wilh former 
Padawan Zane Carrick cleared af 
all false charges agains! him. Bul 
when Layne discovers thal bis ally 
Jargel has. been puAning fren her 
Bash Zayne is caught up im a web of 
sport dueling, Slavery. 4n evil tevin, 
and an ancient sociely—alll of if 
Leading bo the frontlines of ihe 
Mandalorian Wars, 

Written by John Jackson Miller, 
fhe Omnibus features the artwork of 
ion Chan, Brian Ching, Bong Dazo, 
Andrea Muiti, amd Dean Zachary, a5 
well as a cover by Dan Scott. ltis 
available from April 2. 


Vader is the Target in Star Wars: Dark Times Volume 
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/—A Spark Remains 


Ihe “dark times” between 
Eplsede lil and Episode |W 
were a grin tine for the 

L SUPWIVIAg Force users, bul 
some ex-Jedi were delenminad 
fe go doven fighting. Wandering 
Jedi Dass Jenni and a mew 
Jedi aequaintance join with the 
crew of the atarship Dihumele 
16 eliminate the Emperors 
second in command: Darth Yader! 
Using Jedi as bail, they aim to 
offer the Dark Lard something 
he can't resist: Jedi. But can 
their mad plan possibly succeed? 

The 128-page Star Wars: 

Dark Times Volume 7—A Spark 
Aemains collects all five issues 
of the original mini-series. 

Written by Randy Stradley 
with art by Goug Wheatley and 
a cover by Benjamin Carre, it 
is available from April 22. 
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WARS GEAR YOU'LL WANT TO ADD TO YOUR COLLECTION! WORDS: JAMES BURNS 


STAR WARS REBELS 
344" SAGA LEGENDS 
ACTION FIGURES 
The cast of the new 
animated series Sar 
Fars Pebeds comes to 
life in toy fonm in ihe 

new line Line of Hasbro 
action figures taken 
directly from the 
Upcoming Series. 

Each Star Wors Rebels 
24" Saga Legends action 
figure includes five points 
of articulation [just like 
the original Kenner/Palitoy 
figures from the 1970s 
and ‘Bs) and includes. 
anoessories taken directly 
from the show, 

The first wave of 
figures includes ihe 
shiw > heroes: Ezra, 
Kanan, and Chopper, 
along with threg villains; 
fhe Inquisitor, Agamt 
Kallis, and a stormiraoper, 

Mare figures will 
be revealed Later ih 
the year, including 
feriale protagonists 
Hera and Sabine, 

The Star Wars Rebels 
Fe" Mission Series sclion 
figures (nat shawnl include 
two characters dor only 
$7.77. These group 
characters together to 
form am epic rivalry or 
a classic parinership 

Like the Saga Legends 
line, each figure includes 
five points of articulation 
and accurate accessories. 
The first Mission Series 
action figures from Star 
Wars Pebels include 
A2-02 & C-2PO, ich, 
and a stormtrooper. 
Available: 04 
Price: 55.99 cach 
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THE BLACK SERIES 45" FIGURES AND DELUXE 
The Black Series 6° line from Hasbro continues with six mow releases in the standard line 
this surmmer, including Anakin Skywalker as Garth Vader from Episode tll; Revenge of tive 
Sith. This figure features teo swappable heads fone with Sith eyes), Also available this 
year is an Alfack of the Clones clone trooper amd a sandtrooper [with black pauldroni. 

in order to ensure the greatest characters tram the Star Wars uniwerse are alll 
made ln this seale, Hasbro has decided to make the boxes blager ta 
accommodate larger characters and at the sarees Elen thes Packaging will 
change fram black/arange ta black/blue, The first af these larger 
characters is Chawharea, whe will be quickly followed by Darth Vader 
tram Fetuna of the Jee feomplate with removable helmet], Luke 
Skywalker, alse tram Jedi, ts the Last of thee gix new figures coming 
{his Surman, 

Hasbro has also announced the first hyo releases fram the 
Black Series 6° Deluxe line. The firs is the speeder bike 
with biker scout fram Epasode Vl and 4 supersized 
Jabba the Hutt! : \\\ 
Available: 03 2014 ah Why 
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OMs |Quanium Machanix inc_| isa STAR WARS CREATURE AND VEHICLES —— 
new Star Wars ligenseq that specializes Comic Images takes some of the most grotesque creatures from 
in creating highly detailed nowelly the Star Wars galaoy and turns them inte adorable plush 
collectibles and prop replleas, The bays, This time ihey we chesan Jabba the Hult ard a 

Company is using its expertise ta dewback, Thase mew additions to ils Star Wars Fi 
create sane of the leenke ships found Creatures range are appremimately 107 wide, 
in Séar Wars as incredibly delased replica Il creatures areal your bag, a Y-wirg 
key-chaing, The ferst three include the and Star Destreyer will be taking 
Millenuum Falcon. Star Desireyer, their place in the plush 

and Slave /, all of whieh need fo be seen Vehicles line, 

up close io appreciate tein shumning Available: 03 2016 

siention ba detail. Price: 512,75 ae 
Awailabber July each gies 
Price: $12.95 each 


DIAMOND 
SELECT MU“ 


Diamond Select ensures you always MIMOCOMMMUMHITTEEE ELLE LLL a LY 


have away to open your lavaribe 
beverage, wilh this metal 30 Tle | 
fighter battle apener! Like al their 
barvare releases, it comes packaged 
in a collector's cage, 

Available dg 2074 

Price: 518.00 





Mimecois known worldeide for its ever popular range of quirky USE 
{humm drives depicting popular characters from film and TY, including 
many Star Wars characters. 

BalteryBot—teaturing Darth Vader or A2-02—is a mew addition 
toits range and is the world’s first and only character- based 
rechargeable backup batbery for smartphones, tablets, and mobile 
devices. Batberyet can fully charge moet smariphones three times 
from a sanigle charge and comes with all the adaptors you'll ewer need. 
BatteryBct is avaelable for pre-order now for a summer delivery. 
Available: 039 2014 
Price: 379.99 cach 
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The fourth wave of starship expansions 

lor the tremendously succeassiul 

X-Wing game gives fans the appartunity 
ta My four ef the mast popular starships 
tram ihe @2panehed Star Wars uniwe ree: 


® The 2-95 Haadhunter enters the Rebel 
Aliianee (Leet a5 an extremely alficient 
missile platlarimn, better enabling the 
Alliance lo males lenperial forces ship- 
lor-ship. 

® The TIE delender is 4 

Slraaghtiorward Iqhter with 

slrong shields, weapons, agility, 

and 4 maneuver never before 

seenon a dial. 


The most trusied name in Star Mars 
autographs, prowding more authentic 
autographs to fans than any other prowider 
worldwide, has beo new aulograph 
offerings! This tome, Ollicial Pix has two 
actors who played larger-than-life roles 
in the original trilogy: Peter Mayhew 
and David Prowse, who portrayed 
Chewbacca and Qarth Vader respectively. 
Each authentic Official Pix autograph 
is offered oniits officially licensed photos, 
which feature a holographic logo sticker. 
Otficial Pix includes a Certificate of 
Authenticity (COA) with each oficially 
licensed aubograph, The issuance of this 


® The E-wing pairs the &-wing’s 
Tire power and resilience wiih the Aewing's 
speed amd agility, 
® TIE phantom pilots rely upen the ships 
unique cloaking davice to evade enamy 
fire and pounce upon their lees with their 
deadly Laser commons 

Each of these expansion packs 
Weakures a Single pre-painted starship 
miniature, carefully sculpted at Wei 


scale, Fans will aleo find unique and 
non-unigue ship cards, upgrades 

fo permif creative squad building, 

a maneuver dial, and all the fokens 
thay need to make an immediate impact 
inthe games fast-paced deglights, 
taking play ta a whole navy lewell! 
Awailable; f 2078 

Prica; $29.95 


STAR WORE H 


certificate is signed not only by Oficial Pix, 
but also by the executive vice president of 
franchise management at Lucasiilm, 
Howard Fooffiman. 


Awailable: Mew 

Price: Peter Mayhew Sci-Fi Expo Exclusive 
Signed &x10 $45.99 

Dawid Prowse Signed 1ini4 $29.99 
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OARTH VADER & SON ANG VAGER'S LITTLE PRINCESS BOX SETS WITH EXCLUSIVE BOOKS 


Jussi in tlre fer Father's Day, Gomile Glant Limited and Chronicle 
Books are bringing JeHney Groveen's delightful illustrations to life, 


maquelites feature hillarious and warm-hearted moments fram ihe 
books Garth Mader and Son and Wader's Lite Princess, depicting Darth 
Vader ac a father like any olher. except for the baggage of being the 
miest feared Dark Lord at the Sith! Lite lessons include lightsaber 
batting practice, using the Force to raid the cookie jar, Take Your 
Child to Wark Gay on the Death Sar, and the special bond shared 
bahwoen any lather and their children, 
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These spoctal edithon maquettes arg avallable individually 
and come with an exclusive edition of the book om which it’s based 
wilh 16 bonus pages of black and white cancel sketches, The 
books are made even mare special with color foil stamps and spot 
gloss varnish on the book cover and spine. Each maquette comes 
with a brand mew color illustration from Jeffrey Grown printed 
on board and packed ina vellum sleewe, which is individually 
numbered and pained with amatching certificate of authenticity. 
Available: How 
Price: $149.95 gach 
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LEGO STAR WARS XXMWMuHHts 


LEGO has unveiled its new Microfighters range so you can play your own mini battle 
in Space of on land with & cheice of sax iconic Stier Wors vehicles, Pil an X-wing 
fighter against a TIE interceptor, lake a journey to Kashyyyk to pil ihe clone turbo 
tank against the Oreid Army AAT or take bo the skies im the Milfeanium Falcon as it 
tries to flee 4 Stor Destroyer. Each Microleghler comes with o mew mini-figure and 
features al least two flick misgiles, 

Free downloadable LEGO Star Wars Microfeghter___. 
games for your favorite devices are — ‘ 
mow available, enabling you to om 
create your very own battle JF 4 
and collect LEGO studs : 
along iia wary! 
Available: Now 
Price: 57.97 each 












MEET THE STARS, SHOW THE 
EVIDENCE, WIN THE BOUNTY! STAR 
WARS INSIDER'S BOUNTY HUNTERS 
ee SECTION [5 


= = SPONSORED 
‘iy i BY ROTOBURITA. 
Ks a> EACH ISSUE"S WINNER 
WILL RECEIVE THIS FANTASTIC 
ROTOBUKIVA ST47 WARS STATUE KIT! 


KOTOBUKIVA 











APPOINTMENT! 


Here's a picture of my family wih Carne 

Fisher and lan MeDiarend, helier knenwn as 

Princess Leia Organa and Emperor Palpatine, 

#1 Fan Expo Toronto in 2015. Mike, Joyce (Mom 

and Dad), Jack, William, and Faith all turned 

out in our Sunday-best armor to meet Star 
yalty!—Mike T, by grail 


= —— = 


Every year, my town Pekin, (Wimois, holds the 
Marigald festival. in 2013, Tom Kane [the voice of 
Yoda fram Star Wars; The Clone Wars) and Danbel 
Logan [Boba Fett) were quests at the show. | also 
Gola great phoie al my son dad me wrth S14 
garrison mambers.—Pebe Wald, lilimots, USA 














CAN YOU GO ONE BETTER? 


HAVE YOU MET EWAH MCGREGOR? 
MAYBE YOU'VE MOKED AROUHD 

WITH JAMES EARL JOWES OR EVEN 
CUDDLED UP TO PETER CUSHING)? 
SEND PHOTOS, AND STORIES, OF OLR 
ENCOUNTERS WITH THE STARS OF 
STAR WARS TO: SOUT BUNT ERS, 
SUR WARS ASIDE VLA THE 
CONTACT DETAILS OW PAGE 3, 
OR EMAIL US AT STARWARSINSIDER GS 
TITAWEMAIL.COM 
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= here are plenty 

== of sources 

es we eaula 

i Pao e ce phil 4 

m_—ere@l ote theater owners and 

mz more, to confirm that 


Star Wars ip a miulti- 
generational pop- 
culture phenoamencn— 
armed has boon tow 
decades. We would nat 
hawe ba lagk lar te find 
evidence supporting 
{he suggestion that 
those whe Love the saga 
range in age from very 
young ta very ald, and all 
decades in-between. 

Here at Benth Tracks 
we dont hawe to book at 
numbers. The email 
inbox, Whe sriail rail on 
my desk, and any form 
af social media | can 
ihink of support what 
our hearts already 
Krave: Star Wars is far 
kids of all ages, and all 
ages are looking forward 
to Star Wars Rebels and 
Episode Vil. 

ln thls aditian al 
Banitha Tracks we focus 
on the younger end af 
the spectrum: ihe elds 


old 4 










Se who are the true next 
: tm, generation of Star : : 
in, cae Wars fandom. a : = rr - ———— i <== 
ae 
a ee FANS FOR ALL SEASONS 
sil Tl = eo a * Alex Chen, of Mee Jersey. and his famaly celebrate Star Wars at all tines of bhe pear. 
a ‘ as, “—. ‘In cur oer cherry besser phedoshesd with our tres, | decided io dao itin.a Shar Wars style 


he wrilos, Jedi april and samurai ager, lightsabers and cherry blossoms, jual 
scem to blend well together.” 





SRF g 


‘> 


S DROID LOVE LASTS A LIFETIME 
Michiel Eriaenan snapped thace pleted of his daughter, Emily, 12 yoare 
apart, with Per beloved Rz-0. “W bove lt that thee fiure generadion lowes Star 
Vitrs, Foo.” he says. 
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Mark Snape of Kent, United Kingdom, reports that his sans shith Birthday party was a huge success, 
wilh everyone in gee of Ihe presence of flarth wader anda loyal slarmdrogoper, Snape 's 20n is pictured 2. 


} 


“mini Vier, ~ 
"Mow all tam hoping és hat be can see hese! in pried in que favorite magazine,” concludes Snape. 


YODA SURPRISE! 


Amanda Matte ol Oedtario, Canada, sage Shalt her husband Anteeey is a huge ster ars 





fan and @ big fan of Insider an weil 

While Amnon neigh have bben balling about submitting tesir 
gon Hyans photo to dhenthe frocks, Amanda went ahead wend did tt 
a a Gur prin 

My husband bowght thts Yoda costume for our baby 
before Ryan was ewen born, eeiles Amanda, Intact, we 





didn’) bese if ver ware going to hawe & bog of & girl, but y 
th didin’t mmadber fo Bien; he wanted to dress his baby up as i 
Yoda regercteds, inthe and E Ehink §his ie ihe cutest foc — _ 






Wek ha gwar cans! And yas, we are totally biased! sha 
cordinues, Wee Bowe Fhis phat Sin cur ihn roc peed when 








f° BIRTHDAY OM RASHYYYK rad a 
Father and son, Danial and Thomas Petrocelli, made this 
Kashpyy® cake for Thomas’ Fh birthday using Hasbro baltle packs 
far dhe figured and “more deed colering Luin i probably healtby!" 


7” 0) BV Wri 
TINY DARTH i 


"In Ehe post, 





you foalured 
a phate of 
my son's Star 
Mira Berthday 
party with 
my daughter 
and same of 
his cousins tin 
the picture,” 
eTites. Derek 
Meluzig, 

“Since then, 
era hare bad 
fur third 
chile. Ha i 
hn years old 
Nira, red 45. 








Fou tan sre, 
he has caught 

Ihe Star Bore Gg ales, Ges is him 

a6 Darih Braden!” 

Heluzio reports thad when the farely 
heads cub on camper Eripe with thair 
cousine, Ut kids all play Star Wars. 

“The words remind them of Endor 
end we watch @eluen of fhe Sec and 
Caravan of Courage on ihe way!” 
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PRINCESS PDE¥ 
1 daughte ¥. had open eord 
Ufsuery al raur 


har homermad 
ie ey 
celebrated 


wart first pls 
with thi 


Steele OF THE MASTER 7° R-FAR- 2 


Kyle Waoble and his daughter Jocelyn, aged 7, sal 4dam's dad, @ Geeg-time fan of insides,” gape be submifted this pecbare 
at fhe fable ocr ewening and paieted dogether. Of his five-year-old son a5 a proud parent. 
= “Gur thacne wii Yeda's homa,” diye "Lait with adam and watch eweryihing Star Wars, play with action 
“F A Womble. Heres wha we cach figured, gave him eemne 6! mp vintage figured, and vee Poad tha magatina 
: came up with.” Cover te cover, he reparis. He knows every movie ward for ward alrezody 
= and bovea Luke, This Picture ip his Grek time mee ling roo, fis you can 
; * i aie fd, he wae probly oxciled.” 
P ip ge Pr fall ke i ——— ER a © hata i 
ya ee :. je 
: a, 
: : r 
Fi 
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tT THE FORCE OF CREATIVITY 


For Halloween, Stan J, Kay 


Clone Wars-inspired char 
Treaper Jaws, and Jeme 
“edie ph ales created acted wv. 


his character and ety his gear is painted | 


varibess. Hoory 


BIKER GIRL 


old May 
af Johnw 


am of iraoping 
aria ol tea SOs 


funy eqiginal ari, eewelape 

art, comics, iWlustrations, 
fews, Mories, meeting 
information, of any materials 
wolurdarily sub mitied become 
lhe property of Beatie Tricia, 
Ne compensation will be 
given for wolurdary 
submissions, ard there is 

no quarantes of publication. 
Submissions to Ganhihe Tracks 
‘will met be reburmed. 


Each sebmission must include 
ihe creabor's name, age, 
contact details, date the work 
‘wid Eredted, and 4 slalemeal 
that the work is original, amd 
created by the person 
submitting it 


Send electrondc files to 


or send your snail mail bo 
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INSPIRING GENERATIONS 
Or. Jost Carlos Riepero refers 
fohimset asa huge 
Stuer Mera fam!" He gay al 
New Hoge, when ites called 
simply La Goerra de fas 
Qalecur mm Spurch, when 

A premiered in 1977. 

“IH bafad ly changed my 
world,” ha write. 1 mean 
ihe beginning a4 a Lot of things 
fhat now AL ap og lhe with poy 
Ore’ pladeute, such as reading 


sci-fi, listening to soundtracks, 


Gulding scale meals, and 
Leving ded enjoying Sci-fi 
miordies. 1 was kind of 
frustrates Ehet my three 
sans showed no special 
eeferest imi 

“Tae he ieeclacular 
Siar Wars cohbeties ar the 
magnilinent Siar ars in 
Concert of evan the movies, 
but The Force Linased 
and L&G0 Star Mare fi 
Wideogarnd which meant 
a rewoludion, af beast far 
haa of my Shree sone.” 

Revere reparts that his 
5n5 fell in fove with tee 
Starkiller charecber, 

“They find him ta be the 
coolest character ever, he 
aayh, jue ae | condidivred 
Darth Vader the coolest 
character ever tuck in fhe 
We aed “HOe. They are 
inten Ibegininaneg bo live and 
freathe Seder Wars just lie 
‘hair father.” 

Videogames led bo The 
floce Woes telewisicon series, 


which Rogers waiched with his 


sans tach evening. Every 
meght | imuel reas Ehem o 


chapber of The Force Unleashed 


novel belore they tall asheep: 
vere month we Leal Bhrough 
Star Wars insider.” Reyera 
continees, “They play der 
Miia with their friar at 
school, just lie | did 14 yoars 
aga? Tey re specialists gm 
mimichies Bhé dound of tha 
activation of 2 lightsaber with 
their moubhs, and they are 
contianily iemcrsed in ‘deep 
@&ousshons about thie Sar 
Ward universe. Moe words 
such as ihe Force, lightsaber, 
Weokies, iractor bes, 

Hype riGce, dnd names auch 
ac Anakin, Padiet, Palpatine, 


a eel Coruscant are part od their 


_ fweryday vocabulary” 





Reyero's gen Ignacis, seven, flere big 
version of goed ald R2-De, and created 
itfar Reyero on his birthday asa present. 








7 Juan wad aged eight and nine, 
respecthely, when he drew ihese tea 

versions of Starkiller, While Juan prefers 
Starkiller wilhous the helmat, Aevero 
lowes fhe drawing with the helmet. 

"Miw E aagerty wait for fhe 
feet milowone i Cher path through 
the Star Wars wnkverse.” concludes 
Revers. Think yoo so much fer keeping 
ihe Star Wars spirit high and decding 
our permanent hueger of all Star 
Mireg-relaled stull May the Force be 
with you all—=| bata, nel very ariginal, 
but can you think of acy cdher better way 
le aay Geadbye kelween cordalvea 





TROOPER RECRUIT 
Kim S550 reports that her sen Wola has beer 
chased with Star Macs since he was threes years old, 
ad! Chad he act a particular afecien fer slorreiroopers 
and clone iroopers 
“Tredaperd are the 
theme of his lite” she 
writes, He ines in hig 
éoiluma, deeoralas all 
of his kindergarten work 
ang art in choo drawings, 
jad has the lroapere oo 
fhe cenber of all his play 
May ihe eth was 
& highlight Lash ptr, 
and this year ee ane 
already Boereng 4 party 
2 hid heeerqarien class 
wilh Toda Soda, Wookiee 
Cookivi, and a LEGO 
Shar vars lether 
array gams.— 
Ad A Poa orp! lo har dibmisaion, Sitsons Added 
@ naobe fron Boze 
“He is wenn ad tad Under oo furned his good guy 
clones ints Bad guy slormirocpers and he ia wondering if 
Ahsoka can come back and burn Order 66 o2f so they can 
Se Che good guys again? 5 
May the 4th be with you, Nolan. Clearly the Perce is 
shrong in your family, 





LIT IMI! 
Tee Seheuer, fours 
ard wanted Ia bea r Halloween, so ber 
Jason Scheuer, seed y Cchewer a macnber 
Eglin dite’ oe o 
Coe ts able be br Hodad at Star Mors 


qeenls did Scheuer. nady had a couple of 
parades under her barefeder.~ 

fon, wha is 
her dad! might be & 
cubeniibed her application to the Galactic Academy 
for training, The Galactic Academy is the branch of 
ihe S0ist Laginn created ospeacially far kid comtumars. 


ach Siar Wars Celebration we hawe what we call ihe Star Wars Family oom. 

Run these past three Celebrations by Lucastiim’s Kristen Hidalge and a team od 

helpers, laachers, arlivts, and olber creslive folk whe love dhowing young pecple 

the duno Star Wars, tive Family Room isa hee of activily, Keds and their parents 
ref coty draw, color, and get their faces painted, but aso learn how io make deoids and 
Gighitaberd, paint thair emt Jawad, oearcide and etree like & Jedi, play Star Ward games, 
and a ded more. 


Al Celebration Europe in Eieen, Germany, lial summer, we placed the Family fear righa 
out on the show floor, making it more of an area than an achual room. Thee walls were low, 
50 anyone walking iy could meee Eee fun gen it happened Parecds and guardigns stayed 

with Uber kids ie the Colobration Fatnilp oem, do the actrily Kappening belwees the 

age groups was fascinating for me to wabch each timer | wend bey. I's inspiring thad Star Wars 
is easily chered bebveen generabisns— parents want to shoe their kids, bal a4 the same 
time | dae many kidd whe ape laachans Chee parents bee Shir ines rece! 


Abs adegarture for usaf Gelebradion Europe was to mowe Jedi Training into. more 
intima be emraronment on the show 
fear Taught by Jodi Masters” 
trom Saberpraject of Gemmany, 
buds wre ene curagaes bo gather 
araund and lean about the path 
ge? he Jedi, an well a5 bey io use 
lightiabers correctly. 

Both of ihese deckeons— 
micang fhe Family Room and Jedi 
Tramting 66 tha Mosr—al frat ware 
mude becaune of the type of 
space we had available at the 
Maiee Eston. Bul ag the tho 
progressed. | watched the kids 
and parerés in the Family Room 
have a greal time while still 
being “part” cd the overall shove, 

I topped by the ject Trina 
area ehioneser | ooiLel metal Terie’ 
ik accessible and personal for the 
hide | decided some changes 
eight be in order far the coming 
Celebration Ana hear. 

Tha Star Wars g eliccy wen leet 
is Rall of spectacle and heroics, epic storysefling, 
and pre-dropping viewils Bul ak the same brew, the 
Shar Wis Goria by war leeve, en pec lly ot | cen it 
eepressed by kids and their families, is personal. 
We're not sienply spectators of Star Mars—mosd of ue 
Live it in ere wary or another, and kids ard laevis are 
meaningtal examples. 

So giga ma up for logking fer sone bo urdeash more 
kid creativity ane action at our Star Wars ewerts. With 
fhe saga poised for mew chaplers with @ede’s and 
Epewcde Wil, there is leretless inapralion, 


Gel imi Tracks! 
Mary Franklin, Ediier, Santi Treks 
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Alot of my laworibe EU characters came dram my early years 
reading Marvel's Star Mars comics—a time when my imagination 
was easily caplured by the naw creations being added te the 
Star Marrs world. Enter Valance, the cyborg bounty hunter created 
by comics legend Archie Goadwin, back in Ald of the Marvel title, 
He just appoared a tow timos, but Valance made a mark, 
An injured Imperial officer whose cybernetic prosthetics both 
ended hig carer and made him a formidable bounty hurnher, 
Valance was one of the earliest characters to play upon the 
prejudice agains’ droids seen in A New Hope 
Filled with se-lldoathing, Valance eventually saw in Luke 
Skywalker something worth protecting from the Empire. “Dark 
Encounter” in Star Wears F29, arquably the slranges! igeue lram 
the Marvel con, found one cybernetic warrior ducting another 
45 WSlance fought Darth Vader bo proieect Luke's idently. He paid 
+ the ultimate price for that, but still stands out inimemory as the 
best bounty hunter we'd met before Boba Fete. 
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A surprising chelce, to be sure—bul consider that | was 
a graduate student in poltical science as Timothy Zahn's 
Heir fo fhe Empive trilogy came oigt, In that pre-prequel trilegy 
era, we still hadn't seen much indication of the corruption and 
Backroom dealings (hal had paralyred the Republic Senaie— 
nor how they would appear again te challenge the New Republic. 
But while Borsk was in many ways an inevitable character, 
this particular politi¢al animal was well suited bo be the poster 
child for shenanigans. With “failure” in his maine [sort ofl, 
he wed Bis influence to advance his owe cause pust a3 much 
ac his Boihan people's. | would imagine a hundred Borsks— 
a thousand—as having made the Old Republic ungovernable, 
ewer 46 | followed along with his oageaing schemes in ihe 
ANiew Republic. 
[rooted for the upstanding public servanis he was working 
agains, sure enough, but even in politics, aweryone lowes a 
scoundrel. For a while, anyway! 












mia sucker for treeta, and 
Masep's career hag if all, & 
stand-in was shot for the scene 
where Jabba meets ban Solo at 
Mas Eisley ina New Mage: the 
Scene was cut, awaiting Jabba's 
digital addilign in the Special 
Edition. But Alan Dean Fosher's 
prose nowelization and Roy 
Thomas's comes adaptation 
included the stand-in scene, 
with ari Howard Chaykin 
using a Nimbanel image from 

a production still as lhe basis 
for what became collaquially krawn amang cornice tans 

as Monkey Jabba.” |He was aise known as “The Hut,” owing 

to Marwel’s spelling of ihe tere.) 

That character=a smug, wellespoken, quillefaced fellow 
who resembled a refugee from Marvel's Panel! of tbe Apes 
Camis more than a slug-like heavy—existod in continuity limba 
for years, until wribers began looking for a way to reintegrate 
his Sppearances, The hewly pared Masep was established as— 
appropriately stand-in, am accountant who sometimes used 
Jabba's name in interactions. When | wrote Star Wars: Kenobi, 
| couldn't resist including Masep and making ihe connection 
official. Mt might be the real Jabba in. New Hope, but Mosep 
Can fenally start petling residuals for his appearances on the 
other Mareel stories! 
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fa my i might tell you, im big an history—aon stories thal draw 
upon the rich history of the Expanded Universe —as well as on 
characters that migrale from comics to nowels and vice versa. 
[That's boon my cen path with Ken! Errant amd Last Tite of 

the Sith] So it fits that the villain on my list would be Lumiya, 

the Emperors Hand who firs! appeared many years earlier 49 
Shira Bric, created by David Micheline for the comics of 17H 1-82, 
Its hard to put inte contest the impact Shira’s betrayal—she was 
the Empire's mole in the Rebellian—had in these garly days, She 
was the first lowe inberest we'd been shown for Luke Skywalker 
Cat counting... Well, you kneel, od the relationship had Been 
built gradually and credibly. Her “death” sparked a whodunit 
that temporarily drowe Lule from the Alliance—and set in motion 
the Later storia in which she threatinad the Maw Jedi Order 

as Lumiya. Afber her countless terrible acts, Luke puta stop bo 
her menace —nicely bookending an are thal had begun so many 
years betore. 





PH” if AMONG 


It's alirost certainly bad fern ta include 
one of your own characters ona list like 
(hid. bul Republic credila changed hands, 
and The Gryph will net be denied. Im my 
own defense, can say that | had always 
been a fara! Lande, Han, and ihe other 
Scoundrel characters—and how so often, 
(heir over-canfidence got the beter 

‘of them, There were a number of EU 
characters like that over the years, and 
| desperately wanted ene for the Anghts 
of the Gd Republic comics. 

Sol made him wp—Bul he did the rest. 
The would-be criminal mastenmind is greed 
in concentrate form, an overdose of chacs 
ihat eresbed canting! al ary story | was 
‘writing aay from me. Every bine | iried to 
write sertous. drama, teed be off welling 
comiothing: take modemn art, stolen ibeck 
eels, Tramdoshani flatcakes, and at one point, 
planets! Thad is, when he wacserl fixing 
swoopbike ducks or conning rogue Jed. 
He just dart of went his avn ray, 
Thare are warse things than 
Serving a official 
biegeapher ia a 
wanna-be crime 
lord... but | wish 
he'd siop calling 
me his “henchman!” 








fare The Lost Missions 
complete episode quide 


Foe cla M Hea ars 






j fi vith = 
—) now 15 years old, we look 
at how the blackbusting 

| franchise reshaped the 
Sada lor a generation! 





JIGIN US TO CELEBRATE 
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An exclusive lik if nth 
LOOK al the making of the 
enic Star Mors: Tales of 
ine ed SPIES! 
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oe DR.GRORDBORT’S PRESENTS 
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ADVENTURE! 
DRINKING! 













"Or Grordbort is the future. 
And the past. 
Which makes an ideal present." 


STEPHEN FRY 
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“By Jupiter, what a triumph Triumph is! Yet 
| 


again, the unfeasibly huge - nay, the monstrously 


Broadmore delivers us fram evil!" 


ANDY SERKIS 


TITAN COMICS 
NEW SCI-FI COLLECTIONS 


THE GRLPADE MOPED THAT SPL THE Fal baa THE GHOFEIE AWE DET (SE THE FR 
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Snow piercer Wol. 4: Snowpiercer Vol.2: 
The Escape (GN) The Explorers (GN) 
RRP: £14.99 OM SALE £19.99 ON SALE WOW 





Numbereruncher (GN) Devil May Cry (GN) Lost Planet (GN) 
£14.99 ON SALE NOW EE.77 ON SALE NOW £3.99 ON SALE NOW 
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 Lewempieres (SP ects lcs emer, Mperrsec = rine hele, igh eer, Chen Coreen 0 ei ev giv reed Lee 2 nt 2, td sigh seed ee PTT on avisned il gen cored 





TITAN §=WWW.TITAN-COMICS.COM 


AVAILABLE IN ALL GOOD BOOKSTORES 


